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REGISTRATION — STEP 


7ith the start of 


tomorrow the fight against 
its stride. We must win that fight! 


registration 


EGIMENTATION? 


under the Military Training Act 
conscription will really 
If we don’t it will mean that our 


get into 


people have been induced to take yet another step towards Fascism 
and war. Are you doing YOUR bit for Democracy and Peace? 


Labour Camp Dangers 


“What form shall my protest take?” 


conscientious objector is asking. 


“Shall I refuse to register, disowning the Act altogether ?” 
“Shall I go before the Tribunal and accept nothing less than complete exemption ?” 
“ Shall I go before the Tribunal and, if granted conditional exemption, accept ‘ work of national 


importance’) ?” 


Wb wy 


That is the question every pacifist and 


These are the three main questions which every man of conscript age ought to be able to answer 
to his own satisfaction by tomorrow morning. It is to the last of the three that the following article. 
by a lad of twenty, is directed. 


By RONALD A. KING 


Union Appeal 


THINK AGAIN BEFORE 
YOU REGISTER! 


“"ENHINK AGAIN !” 


That is the appeal made by the Peace 


Pledge Union to all men who will, tomorrow, register under 


the Military Training Act. 


A special leaflet, stating the commonsense 
attitude to the Act, has been prepared for 
distribution to men as they wait their turn 
at the Labour Exchanges. 

Individual members and groups through- 
out the country are urged to apply by 


telephone now for supplies of the leaflet, 
if they have not already received them. 
Arrangements are being made at PPU 
Headquarters (Telephone Euston 5501) for 
emergency despatch of supplies. 

The leaflet starkly describes what con- 


scription means. 


OBJECTORS 
must fill up 
TWO FORMS 


AN important final word of warning to 
alt conscientious objectors: 

When you appear for registration to- 
morrow you must declare to the clerk that 
you desire to be enrolled on the Register 
of Conscientious Objectors. Otherwise, you 
will be automatically enrolled on the 
Military Training Register. 


Everyone applying for registration will 
be given a stereotyped form, on which 
personal particulars must be entered. 
BUT THERE IS A FURTHER FORM 
WHICH MUST BE FILLED UP BY 
OBJECTORS. 


“The conscientious objector must make 
himself known,” sald an official of the 
Ministry of Labour to Peace News. “ He 
will then be given a second form, which 
must be applied for.” 


MAKE SURE YOU ARE DEFINITELY 
REGISTERED AS A wTONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTOR BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE 
REGISTRATION OFFICE. MAKE SURE 
YOU GET THAT SECOND FORM! 


» than give way.” 


“From the moment a man accepts con- 
scription,” it states, “to the time he is 
discharged from the Territorial Army or 
Army Reserve four years later, he loses the 
right to decide whether any war on which 
the British Government embarks is just, 
and one in which he could rightly take part. 

“Think what this means! 

“For four years the conscript will be 
under the control of the Army authorities, 
liable to be used as an instrument of 
slaughter at any time the Government 
thinks fit; and he will have no chance of 
deciding for himself whether the slaughter 
is justified or not. 

“In short, you must decide now whether 
any future war is likely to be justified; 
after you, or those connected with you, 
have been conscripted, it will be too late.” 

The leaflet then proceeds to a statement 
of the case against war, and urges: 

“If you are honestly convinced that these 
conclusions are correct oppose the Act by 
all means possible, and if it is impossible 
to scotch it by Parliamentary means go on 
resisting individually when you receive 
your calling up papers. 

“Go to the Tribunal and fight your case. 
If you lose your case, go to prison rather 


TTHE question of alternative service is 
intricate. Hardened “absolutists” 
of 1916 freely say that it is impossible to 
take a position where one is completely 
unconnected with the war machine—each 
has to decide where he will draw the line. 
We should take as clear a line as possible, 
for not only have the “twenties” to show 
their strength of conviction before the tri- 
bunals, but all people who have glimpsed 
the possibility of an alternative to violence 
have a big responsibility to humanity. The 
future of the world depends on the vision 
and the fearlessness of pacifists today. 


Innocuous, But... 


We now have offered as alternative ser- 
vice a delightfully innocuous scheme of 
work camps to carry out afforestation and 
reclaiming land. All extremely useful work 
to carry out in a pacifist world, but alas, 
while we are busily draining swamps the 
world will go on feverishly re-arming, 
mothers will go in daily fear of the terror 
hanging over their babies, their sons and 
daughters and husbands. 

Are we to be safely out of the way doing 
work of no military importance while n2ws:- 
papers shout at each other across the 
frontiers ? 

I can imagine something like this at a 
tribunal :— 

Member of Tribunal: “The men answer- 
ing the call to the colours are sacrificing 
much for their country. Why do you 
think you should get off scot-free without 
doing some service to your country for a 
similar period?” 

Pacifist : “I have yet to meet the soldier 
who is sacrificing as much for his ideal of 
patriotism as many of my pacifist friends 
are doing. Their spare time and their 
spare money is freely given to service in 
the pacifist movement, in churches, in 
social work, and so on, without pay or 
other worldly reward. They do this 
simply because they believe in it, and I 
join in myself because I believe it is of 


far greater value to the nation and the 
world than any form of preparation for 
war.” 


M. of T.: “If you will accept this scheme 
you will of course be free from further 
interference from the authorities, and you 
should find the conditions far more agree- 
able than the consequences of ignoring the 
purpose of the Act altogether.” 


P.: “I am not concerned with finding the 
most comfortable position, or I would not 
be standing before you now, I would have 
joined the army without question. My 
concern is always to do the thing I believe 
to be right.” 

M. of T.: “In that case what objection 
can you have to accepting this work? {t 
is not connected with the army, and you 
will not be releasing anyone else for 
military service since this work is a new 
enterprise to improve the condition of 
your country.” 

P.: “In fact, it is less connected with 
direct preparation for war than my present 
job, if there is any difference between the 
two.” . 

M. of T.: “ Absolutely.” 

P.: “Then why are you so anxious for 
me to do it? It would surely be more 
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Courses Open, and 
Penalties 


HE Peace Pledge Union has issued a revised memorandum on 
the terms of the Military Training Act. The memorandum is 
signed by Stuart Morris, chairman of the PPU. 


It gives in outline the courses open to all who must register at their nearest 
Ministry of Labour Employment Exchange tomorrow, Saturday, June 3. Men 
affected are those who are tomorrow between the ages of 20 years and 21 years. 


Extracts from the Memorandum cover- 
ing aspects of the Act not before discussed 
in Peace News are: 


Courses Open 
"THE following courses would seem to be 
those which are open to a member of 
the PPU. Let each choose in the light of 
his own conscience and reason :— 
I. Refusal to Register. 

There are some who will not be prepared 
to have anything to do with the Act and 
will prefer to take their stand at the outset 
by a refusal to register at all. By such 
action they will hope to express not only 
their personal unwillingness to be entered 
on a military training register but their 
protest against conscription .as such. 

They will argue that they have a more 
topical case if they take their stand abso- 
lutely against the Act rather than have to 
defend subsequently a refusal to accept civil 
training. 


Il. Registration as a CO. 


On the other hand, others will say that! 


if there i¢ a ganuina opportunity for ALI 
to register their conscientious objections to 
military training, good citizenship demands 
suci a recognition of authority, and that the 
most effective protest can be made by such 
registration. 

Unless the applicant is prepared to adopt 
I, ha should apply at the proper time and 
piace (June 3rd, local Labour Exchange) 
to be registered as a CO, and give the re- 
quired particulars, stating whether his 
application is based on an objection: 

(a) to be registered in the military train- 
ing register, 

or (b) to undergoing military training. 

PPU members will not be able to apply 
on ground (c) objection to performing com- 
batant duties—since this, even if upheld, 
means registration on the military training 
register. 

When to Register 

Men who desire to register should go at 
different times, according to the first letter 
of their surnames, as follows: 

A, between 1.30 and 2; B and C, between 
2 and 3; D to G, between 3 and 4; H to K, 
between 4 and 5; L to M, Letween 5 and 6; 
N to R, between 6 and 7; S to V, betxveen 
7 and 8; W to Z, between 8 and 8.30. 

AH men possessing birth certificates 
should take them along. However, an 
acceptable alternative would be particulars 
of date and place of birth and mother’s 
maiden name. Those who have an unem- 


conditional exemption implied conscript 
service even if of a civil character. 

Or further, that he regarded the work he 
was doing already as of more value than 
any work the Tribunal might order. 

There is the further point that under the 
new Clause 3 (8), the conditional exemption 
is subject to a training period of six months, 
which might imply his being called-up for 
such work under war conditions and the 
release thereby of others for actual mili- 
tary purposes. 


(3) Apply for Conditional Exemption 
under (b) on the ground that so long as the 
work involved was of a civil character he 
was prepared to accept training for work 
of national importance. To which some 
would say that the purpose of the Act is to 
help forward the preparation for war and 
that even Conditional Exemption is a con- 


ditional taking part in this purpose, and 
that pacifists can and should find better 
ways of International Service. 


Penalties and Consequences 

(a) For Refusing to Register. A further 
opportunity will apparently be given to 
register before proceedings are taken, but 
if the refusal is persisted in a man will be 
prosecuted in the civil court and, if found 
guilty, be liable to a fine not exceeding £5. 

He would then be given a further oppor- 
tunity to register on the register of con- 
scientious objectors and if he again refused 
would be regarded as entered on the mili- 
tary training register, and become Hable 
to consequential penalties—viz. : 


(b) On Refusal to Submit to Medical 
Examination—proceedings in the civil 
court and a fine not exceeding £5, and lia- 
bility to arrest and detention pending an 
enforced examination: 


(c) Ox Refusal to Obey Calling-Up 
Notices. A man will be deemed to be a 
duly enlisted militiaman called out for 
training. From that moment he com:3 
under military law and the penalties for— 


(d) a Refusal to Obey an Order given by 
a superior officer would involve court- 
martial. The consequent proceedings are 
not yet known. An attempt is still being 
mad2 to secure that even if such a man is 
court-martialled he shall be handed over 
to the civil authority for imprisonment. 


A new Clause has been added by which 
any person undergoing a sentence under 
this heading can apply to the Appellate 
Tribunal on the ground that his refusal was 
based on a conscientious objection. 


The Appellate Tribunal can recommend 
his discharge from the Army Reserve after 
the finish of his sentence, and may also 
order him after such discharge to do his 
six months’ training under a civil authority 
—subject to a final penalty on refusal to a 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Our Third Birthday 
As Americans See Us 


P.P.U. Gets “Public Notice” 


"THREE years ago on Tuesday next the 

first issue of Peace News appeared. 
There was not the usual announcement on 
every advertising site in the country, but 
instead the small group of pacifists who 
founded it printed 5,000 copies to distribute 
so as to make it known. 

At the end of June it began to appear 
weekly, though scarcely 1,000 copies were 
sold. A year later 10,500 copies a week 
were being printed; last year the net sale 
in the corresponding week was 17,000. This 
week we are printing nearly 23,000 and 
expect to sell about 20,000. Now, what will 
you bring it up to by this time next year? 


Scme annoying, as well as amusing, errors 
have managed to creep into this paper during 
those three years. 

But 1 don't recollect anything which brought 
such a blush of shame to the cheek of the 
member of the staff concerned as did a priceless 
specimen in last week's “ Pacifist Commentary ” 
which I dare say you noticed: “What is not 
justiflable 1s to ‘pass by on the other side,’ as 
what most statesmen at Geneva seemed anxious 
to do.” 

It was one of those remarkably common cases 


ployment book should either take it or be: in printing of errors occurring in the process of 


prepared to give its number. 


The Tribunal 

Once an applicant is provisionally regis- 
tered he cannot be called up for training 
until his case has been considered by a 
local tribunal. He will therefore have to 
make a formal application (within a time 
etil' to be stated) to a local tribunal and 
state whether his objection is based on (a) 
or (b) above. 

A PPU member could therefore REGIS- 
TER but: 


(1) Refuse to go before a Tribunal on 
the ground that he had claimed the right of 
conscience and that he could not recognize 
that any Tribunal had the moral-right or 
competence to judge such a claim; 


- (2). Apply for Absolute Exemption under 
(2) and refuse to Accept any Conditional 
Exemption on the ground that he was op- 
posed to conscription, as such, and that 


correcting other errors! 


Ameriean View of P.P.U. 


r is not often that that excellent exercise, 
seeing ourselves as others see us, is so 
gratifying as when we see how American 
pacifists look at the efforts which we too 
often think we are making so poorly. 

I can assure those who heard Paut 
Harris, one of ‘the directors of the 
American Peace Action Service (a sub- 
sidiary of the National Council for Preven- 
tion of War) when he was in England that 
he is by no means alone among Americans 
in his almost boundless delight at what 
pacifists here are doing. But Pav. Harris 
told at least one English audience that he 
was not sure if one estimate of the Peace 
Pledge Union which had been given to 
him was correct—* that you are one of thé 
most vital forces in the country and one of 
the least mature jn their thinking and be- 


haviour, and that you are dispersing your ..As in the case of most local newspapers, 


energy too badly to get results. ~ 


“ Nevertheless,” he added, “you are 
printing a newspaper here such as cannot 
be found in the United States. I have been 
talking to HumeHrey Moor: to see if there 
is any way by which we could produce an 
American edition.” 

As a matter of fact, nothing has come of 
that yet, but there is amazing enthusiasm 
for Pcace News in the USA. 

Pacifism in the United States is led by 
the FoR, which is an excellent group, but 
small. Its leaders are very able men. 


x 

At a meeting in Golders Green, Pau. 
Harris said a great service could be done 
by British pacifists who would keep indi- 
vidual Americans informed about British 
pacifism by personal correspondence. 

Pau, Harris himself suggests working 
through his “most able and sympathetic 
colleague,” Miss Rury Sar.es, at 532 17th 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. He points 
out that she is overworked. “But she will 
do all she can. She is exceptionally good 
on methods of action; is chief ‘synthesizer’ 
of Peace Action (our monthly magazine) 
under, Rditor-in-Chief, F. J. Lissy (our Exe- 
cutive Secretary) and is one of the editors.” 

It should be pointed out that the NCPW 
is not a pacifist group, though the executives 
named are, and it might be better to deal 
with the FoR, .c/o.,, Harotp Fry, 2929 
Broadway, New York. 


Publicity Contrasts 


QU picture on the front page of last 
~ _-‘week’s issue was only a specially good 
example of what seems to be surprisingly 
common in the way of contrasts in pub- 
licity. It was by no means the first picture 
sent to us showing pacifist and recruiting 
posters side by side. : 

It reminds me of another form of the 
same kind of contrast, of which an ex- 
ample was sent to me some time ago by a 
Leicestershire reader, 


the Hinckley: Times and Guardiay has a 
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C.0.s and the Military 


Training Act 


further term of imprisonment not exceed- 
ing two years. 


(e) A Refusal, after Provisional Regis- 
tration, to make application to appear be- 
fore a Tribunal involves the transference 
of the man's name to the military training 
register after which (b), (c) and (d) become 
operative. 


(f) A Refusal to Give Notice of any 
Change of Particulars while his name is on 
the conditional register of CO’s makes a man 
liable to a fine not exceeding £5, and the 
transference of his name to the military 
training register. 


(g) Not Satisfying the Conditions of 
Exemption. If a local Tribunal is satisfied 
that a CO is not fulfilling the conditions of 
exemption, i.e., by doing the specified work 
of national importance, they shall report 
the case to the Minister of Labour who can 
order the man to make a fresh application 
to the local Tribunal, failing which he shall 
be transferred to the military register, for 
non-combatant service. 


Advisory Bureau 


for C.O.’s 


A Central Joint Advisory Bureau has 
been set up (at 6, Endsleigh Street, London, 
W.C.1) to secure liaison between all or- 
Ganizations resisting conscription. 


Local advisory bureaux are also being set 
up in many districts to give advice to men 
affected by the Military Training Act, and 
as far as possible to support them if they 
go before tribunals. 


The Peace Pledge Union hopes that its 
groups will either take the initiative in 
setting up such bureaux or co-operate in 
those already formed. 


* Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


special section of its advertisement space 
headed * Public Notices.” These are usually 
official notices. But, taking precedence of 
one in which the Urban District Council 
announced its ARP first aid classes, there 
appeared the following :— 

Peace PLEDGE UNION, HINCKLEY GROUP. 

Ler us all strive for “Peace” by damping 
down the Fires of Hate in our own minds and 
remember War is the outcome of grced, ambi- 
tion, and the struggle for bread. 

Information any time, 11 Spa Lane, Hinckley. 


China War: 
A Japanese View 


% THE war seems to have reached nearer 

“the closing stages,” wrote a Japanese 
friend to one of our Manchester ‘readers so 
long ago as the beginning of this year. But 
it is sti]l an unpleasant enough reality, 
though we in this country tend to overlook 
the fact sometimes. ; 

We tend also to think we know the 
Japanese attitude to the war—either cal- 
lousness (in the case of the Japanese mili- 
tarist) or indifference (on the part of 
everyone else). It is interesting, therefore, 
to see what a Japanese Christian minister, 
who is no doubt quite sincere, thinks: 

“Our people are ever more enthusiastic for 
the civil reconstruction of China. -For that pur- 
pose, hundreds and thousands of highly efficient 
experts.each from wide ranz2s of civil works, 
commerce and industry, go over to China... 
Such being the case, the world will see before 
long that the term ‘invasion’ or ‘aggression’ 
would not be properly applied to the present 
war. 

_“Now, suppose China be let alone. She would 
either be turned Red, or be forever exploited 
by the West, and internal warfare among the 
warlords be perpetuated. It will be the present 
war, indeed, that is sure to put an end to all of 
these three. It is indeed this expectation alone 
that has led the rank and file of the Japanese 
to make stupendous sacrifice in blood and money 
even willingly.” 

After referring to the growth of Christianity 
in China and Japan, he writes: 

“We do, therefore, insist upon the indis- 
pensableness of the Christian elements in creat- 
ing a new order of the Orient, upon the urgency 
of evangelism among the Japanese in China, and 
upon the necessity for the service of the Chinese 
by the hands of us’ Japanese Christians.” 
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Spanish Refugees | 


Off to Mexico 


EN members of the War Resisters’ Inter- 

: national’s Spanish Section left France 
for Mexico on the steamship “Sinaia,” 
which sailed from Port Vendres on May 23. 
?The War Resisters’ International grate- 

fully acknowledges the splendid co- 
eperation afforded by the National Joint 
Committee for Spanish Relief. It was due 
to their assistance that these friends have 
been able to leave Europe to start life anew. 


Better Than Military 
Training 

sad Wat I think is wanted in Europe to- 

day is for a company of agreeable 
English people to go out separately upon a 
mission to the Balkan and dictator States 
impressing in conversation upon the many 
friends they will so easily make the senti- 
ments of Britain about the freedom and 
happiness of mankind and the real meaning 


and purpose of democracy.”—A writer in 
the Daily Sketch. 


Boy 


Ref ugees for 


Australia 


On Thursday of last week the Overseas 
League held a dinner to say farewell to the 
first group of boys to go to Australia under 
the new scheme started by the YMCA, the 
Church of England and the Overseas 
League, for training British boys for 
Australian farms. At the same time, the 
first group of German refugee boys trained 
by the YMCA under the auspices of the 
Germany Emergency Committee of the 
-Society of Friends, came to London from 
their farms to have dinner with these boys 
and to learn something about the country 
which they, too, intend to make their home. 

It had been hoped that the twelve refugee 
boys could sail with the British group on 
May 12, but their permits were held up and: 
did not arrive until the day of the dinner. 
They will now sail on June 17. 


Wed After Four Attempts 


Last Tuesday an Austrian refugee sailed 
with his wife to America after having tried 
unsuccessfully to obtain permission to get 
married in four continental countries. 

His fiancée had been living in England. 
He tried to make arrangements to marry 
her in France, Belgium, Holland and 
Switzerland, but could not do so on 
account of the laws of those countries. The 
German Emergency Committee of the 
Society of Friends obtained from the Home 
Office a British visa»for a short stay in 
England. He came over at the end of April, 
when at last he was able to marry, and 
now Mr. and Mrs. R. P. are on their way 
to start life together in America. 


An Esperanto Overture 


Fran’: Buckley, 24-year-old Esperantist 
from Bristol, has composed an overture, 
entitled Esperantiana, which was played 
for the first time by the Weston-super-Mare 
municipal orchestra at the British Esper- 


anto Congress in Weston last weekend. 


The theme of the overture is the conflict 
of nations, various national anthems being 
detected striving for ascendancy. Gradually 
there comes harmony and finally a trium- 


phant movement. 


PACIFISM AS 
and PACIFISM 


By A. D. LINDSAY, Master of Balliol College, Oxford 
éd. net (post free 7d.) 


A discussion, by a profound and lucid thinker, of the deep division between 
Christians on the pacifist issue. We are all in one sense pacifist and seek inter- 
national friendship, but there is a dangerous cleavage which must be frankly 


faced. 


S.C.M. 


$8 BLOOMSBURY STREET, LONDON, W.C.I. 


: PEACE NEWS 


of ‘Twenty 


WOULD NOT BE ALONE IN 
OPPOSING CONSCRIPTION 


The Fight Against War Goes on 
All Over the World 


Y Dear John,—You say you will be twenty this year and 
M you have been very worried about your position when the 

Conscription Bill goes through. You want to know what is 
being done in other countries. 


Well, I can’t give you an exhaustive individually known to the War Resisters’ 
account, but I think if you read only a few International. Why not drop them a card 
of the recent cases of war resistance in (11 Abbey Road. Enfield, Middlesex) and 
other lands you would find a great deal of ask for some recent literature on the sub- 
inspiration and realize that you were not ject? 
alone. Do you remember those articles I 
wrote in Peace News about Eugéne Lagot? 

(By the way, I have just heard that 
though Lagot has been released his busi- 
ness has completely collapsed during his 
imprisonment. 
to be taken by twenty more war resisters.) at 3,000, and says they are in concentration 
Another typical case has come to my notice camps where flogging is resorted to in the 
recently—it is that of Pierre Martin, who attempt to reduce them to submission. It 
was recently arrested for the second time. is well that you should know something of 


This chap Martin was arrested in Febru- these war resisters in other countries when 
ary last year and sentenced to prison for People raise that silly argument about “ the 


refusing military service. He was released Germans coming over here.” ‘ 

this year—on March 3—and went to his The fight against war isn’t going to be 
mother’s home at Chartres. His health had €4rTied on in this country alone—it's an 
been seriously affected by his imprison- international struggle for an international 
ment, but six days after his release they 
sent for him and took him off again, back 
to the regiment he was supposed to belong 
to. When he arrived he had to be sent to 
hospital, and he is still lying ill at Metz, in 
the Infirmerie de la Maison d’Arrét. 


3,000 Objectors in Germany 


TI NOTICE, by the way, that a French 
writer estimates the number of 


will help and encourage people in other 

lands. 

The Labour Party opposition is a thing 
which you will know better than to count 
on. 

But can we do what the Labour leaders 
will not do? Well, I doubt whether we can 


Makes our Effort Look Small get the same extensive opposition that they 
might get, but at least we should be able 


THE courage of this man seems to to make a much more effective stand than 
me a thing that makes all our in 1916. 
efforts here, up to date, look very small. I think a great deal depends on how the 
He’s seriously ill and he’s being punished Opposition is conducted, though. It seems 
a second time for the same offence: in fact, to me so important that those who refuse 
if we don’t succeed in getting more atten- should not just adopt a defensive attitude, 
tion paid to his case, there is no reason as though they had just a personal scruple 
why anything but death should ever re- about taking part in something that was 
lease him from the clutches of the military all right for anybody else. The very 
authorities. phrase “conscientious objector” has a 
, _ smug and priggish sound. We must be war 
duce ee anes dae Bb eg resisters, not merely defending our right 


die, though I think we can save him from not to Paste but putting war itself in 
that fate if we all let the French Govern- the dock! 
re've got our eye on him— : 

Ae Ape” ie : Let Tribunals Hear Your Case ! 

(The gentleman to write to, by the way, THERE is a great deal to be said for 
is M. le Ministre de la Guerre, M. Edouard ignoring the Tribunals—refusing 
Daladier, Rue St. Dominique, Paris.) to recognize their. moral right to decide 

It seems to me that Pierre Martin is whether one has a conscience! But I think 
facing a much tougher proposition than you on the whole they provide too good a plat- 
are likely to face. or most of us here, in form to be ignored completely. One should 
peace-time. Until he obtained his removal not lose an opportunity of answering ques- 
to the infirmary by a hunger-strike he was tions and making a statement. 
for a time shut in a cell from which the’ I won't say that I envy you or any non- 
ventilation was cut off and he was refused sense of that sort, but just remind you that 
medical attention. His case is only one of you are as much “under orders” as the 
many all over the world in conscriptionist other side. 
countries, of which a good proportion are Did you ever hear of that “CO” who was 
asked the stock question about his home 
being attacked, by the way? He said to the 
Chairman of the Tribunal: “ I'll answer that 
question if you will answer one of mine 
first.” The Chairman said that was reason- 
able and the CO asked what he should do if 
he were a dispatch rider during an invasion 
of the country, and just as he was about to 
leave his home town with an urgent dis- 
patch, under orders, he was told that his 
home really was being attacked (with all 
the usual details). 
| The Chairman said it was a hard question, 
; but he thought he should obey his Superior 

Officer. 


“Thank you,” said the CO, “I have my 


A PRINCIPLE 
AS A DOGMA 


Officer.” 
Affectionately yours, 


PRESS 


-_-——— ~ my 


And his place in prison is conscientious objectors in Germany alone - 


ideal; and any advance in any country T 


dispatch and I shall obey my Superior | Toronto 


rre Martin has 
Suffered 


RRESTED originally in February, 1938, 
for refusal to train as a soldier, 
Pierre Martin, French war resister, was 
released on March 3, 1939, in a very poor 
state of health. 


He returned to his home town of 
Chartres, where he Lived with his mother, 
but six days after his release he was 
re-arrested and taken to Metz, where he 
was supposed to join the regiment to which 
he had originally been allocated. 


He arrived at Metz so ill that he had to 
be taken to hospital. Afterwards he was 
removed to a cell, where the ventilation 
was cut off by covering the window with 
shutters. 


Medical attention was at this time 
denied him, and only by a hunger strike 
was he able to secure his removal to an 
infirmary at Metz, where he is now. A 
friend who visited him at Metz describes ‘ 


his condition as “worn out, yellow 
coloured, sunken eyes, speech difficult, 
emaciated hands” During the interview 
he collapsed with dizziness. 


Pierre Martin has made it clear that he 
is willing to do civil service in place of 
the military service demanded of him. 
When in England he made a special study 
of civil service, which was the subject of a 
thesis on which he was then engaged. 


His case has been given publicity by 
leading French pacifist organizations and 
journals. M. Jean Giono, well-known 
French pacifist, has asked M. Daladier, 
Premier and War Minister, for a com- 
mission of inquiry to report on the 
physical state of Pierre Martin and the 
conditions under which he is detained. 


We Are Not é 
Alone 


HE activities of the pacifist movement 
in Britain arouse a wider interest than 
is often realized. 


Thus a Bulgarian correspondent tells of 
the encouragement received by Bulgarian 
war resisters from reports in Peace New's 
of the activities of others. “From time to 
time,” he writes, “I have been abls to pub- 
lish news about your work and movement 
in our pacifist paper, Nov Jivot.” (The New 
Life). 


It will doubtless also be of encourage- 
ment to those who are working for peace 
in Britain to learn that the same objective 
is the goal of men and women in countries 
where circumstances are often much more 
difficult. 


Why Japan is Not 
Democratic 


Extracts from a pamphlet by Kagawa, 
which he suggests are a partial answer to 
some of our questions: 


“We (Japanese) are composed of many 
Oriental races — Polynesians, Micronesians, 
Chinese and Koreans—but some 60 percent (of 
our ancestors) are Koreans... So unless we 
have some central power this nation would 
probably be like the Philippine Islands There. 
they have about 80 different tribes which have 
not yet been united into one nation. Some white 
races have a capacity for democracy that we do 
not have. Please do not criticize us too harshly. 
you have had a long history of democracy behind 
you. Japan cannot go with the so-called 
democratic nations. You may criticize us for 
having a totalitarian State, but please understand 
that we need Christianity before we can have 
democracy in Japan. Be missionary if you want 
democracy.” 


Canadian Youth Opposes 
Conscription 


Members of the Co-operative Common- 
wealth Youth Movement in Canada are 
unanimous in their opposition to their 
country participating in any foreign war. 

Delegates to the CCF annual meeting in 
adopted a resolution pledging _its 
members to refuse to enlist and to fight against 
conscription in the event of war. The delegates 
charged that the Canadian Government by fail- 
ing to define Canada’s foreign policy was giving 


bt credence to the belief that Canada was preparing 
Reginald Reynolds to participate in an imperialistic war io 


collaboration with Great Britain. 
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E. E. V. Collocott 


‘sSpeaking Personally” on 


A HIGHER FORM 
OF PURITANISM 


motives it seems impossible to 

evade the conclusion that men act 
tor that which they believe to be of 
advantage to themselves, that is, 
that which allows their own lives to 
be developed and expressed most 
satisfyingly. 

A call to self-sacrifice which did 
not offer beyond the sacrifice satis- 
factions of sufficient magnitude to 
make it worth while would fall on 
deaf ears. 


Since man is a gregarious animal his good 
is social. It can be won only in co-operation 
with other members of his herd. That 
which injures a member of the herd injures 
the herd as a whole, and all its members. 
Through the injury to a member the life 
of all has failed of some possible enrich- 
ment 


The strong feelings of solidarity within 
human groups are not always nationalistic. 
Factions within a State go to war with each 
other, and welcome foreign aid in over- 
coming their fellow-countrymen. A move- 
ment of immense significance and hopeful- 
ness today is that toward the realization 
of working men and women of a community 
of interest which flows across national 
boundaties. 


I: the last analysis of human 


Mass Enthusiasm 


The call to take up arms to preserve the 
national integrity is obeyed almost without 
criticism or examination. Appeals are 
made to preserve inviolate the social and 
political structure, to save the homes. 
Sufficient mass enthusiasm is evoked to 
enable the country to wage war, although, 
especially with the development of air 
attack, much more destruction of the 
material and spiritual values which make 
homes will be caused by resisting an in- 
vader than by welcoming him. 


To preserve the people’s lives and homes 
—including of course the industries on 
which the homes rest—by welcoming an 
invader would be regarded as ignoble, 
whilst to ensure the destruction of life, the 
ravaging of cities and countryside, the im- 
poverishment of life for years after peace 
is declared, by resistance, is held as a dis- 
play of the highest virtue. Even to suggest 
that the attempt be made to evaluate real 
advantages, instead of rushing unthinkingly 
to slay the enemy, is despised as base and 
cowardly selfishness. Or it is said that war 
is necessary to save the country, though it 
is not clear what salvation means. 


* 


THE mass enthusiasm of a people at war 

may be good, bad, or indifferent. What 
is clear, however, is that before millions of 
men are taken from creative tasks, from 
homes, wives, children, sweethearts, before 
the resources of the people are wasted in 
expensive and destructive explosives, be- 
fore the whole economic structure of a 
people is dislocated, with the sure after- 
math of years of misery and poverty, before 
the moral values of regard for truth and 
human life are jettisoned, before these and 
many other evils are brought upon a people, 
it is surely neither unwise nor ignoble to 
seek to give precision of meaning to the 


"THIS is the second of three articles 
on “Patriotism and ?acifism” by 

the Rev. E. E. V. Collocott, President 
of the Australian Peace Pledge Union. 
Mr. Collocott is the twenty-fourth 
contributor to our series “Speaking 


Personally”—a forum for the expres- 
sion of individual opinions. Previous 
writers have included Leonard 
Barnes, Lord Ponsonby, Middleton 
Murry, Max Plowman, Vera Brittain 
and Laurence Housman. 


phrases which are used to inflame and keep 
at the necessary pitch the passions which 
will endure these evils. 


Good Leaders Essential 


Does saving the country mean maintain- 
ing a particular political structure? Sup- 
posing that a handful of foreigners were in 
possession of the most influential politieal 
posts, would that necessarily affect to their 
disadvantage the lives of ordinary men and 
women? Even a native ruling caste seems 
at times to be trying to get all it can out 
of the people. 


It is of profound importance to any people 
that its rulers should be wise and good; it 
is unimportant where they come from. The 
basic curse of the modern world is its 
economic and financial maladjustment 
which makes possible exploitation on a 
large scale, and which, in fact, is the root 
cause of the meddling of the nationals of 
one State in the domestic affairs of another. 
The appeal to the patriotic urge to save the 
country by ruining as much as possible of 
your neighbour’s country, dislocating his 
life and your own in inflicting and suffering 
wholesale destruction, material, physical, 
and spiritual, comes from those who feed 
upon the flesh of both. 


* 


[ would be unbelievable were it not true 
that masses of human beings rush on to 
destruction without even examining the 
phrases by which they are urged to act. 
Men and women are urged to save civiliza- 
tion by plunging headlong into savagery, to 
save freedom by supporting the State when 
it has slipped back into shiftiness and in- 
famous lying. And to these paradoxical 
and iniquitous appeals men and women, on 
both sides to the dispute, respond with hero- 
ism, devotion, and unity of purpose. 
The flames of military ardour die down, 
and the survivors look with unhappiness 


and bitterness upon the ruins. A new 
generation grows up, and many of its mem- 
bers, fewer, it is to be hoped, than of the 
older generation, are ready in their turn 
to be stirred by the same uncriticized 
phrases. 


Schools & Churches 


Here is matter for education. Mussolini, 
who distrusts internationalism and believes 
that the State is the largest entity for which 
enthusiasm and unity of purpose can be 
evoked, says that “schools and pulpits 
should always show to ascending peoples 
the way.” We cannot ascend by periodical 
descents into Avernus. The schools must 
train boys and girls to seek for the mean- 
ings of phrases, to guard themselves against 
the follies of mass hysteria, to search for 
the roots of social malaise. 

Children will learn to love their country, 
the scenes and associations of happy child- 
hood, of expanding opportunity, of assured 
place amongst their fellows. But they 
must not be taught to believe that their 
own, or any other, country has 2 pre- 
eminence in wisdom and virtue. 

They should be taught to view humanity 
in its widest aspects, to understand the con- 
tributions to human welfare made by all 
peoples and periods. As they read in their 
history books of the disputes and wars in 
which their own people have been involved 
they must be trained to see the case from 
the point of view of their opponents as well 
as their own. 

The pulpit must cease to proclaim a 
national god, and in teaching and worship 
must insist on the implications and conse- 
quences of adherence to monotheistic 
religion. 


Publicity Van. in Berkshire 
Tomorrow 

The Peace Pledge Union publicity van 
will be visiting Milton (2.30 p.m.), Sutton 
Courtenay (5 p.m.), and Abingdon Market 
Place (8 p.m.) tomorraw, Saturday. 
Speakers will be Mr. Owen Page and mem- 
bers of the local PPU group. _ 
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Education 
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Children . . . must not be taught to believe that their own, 


or any other country has a pre-eminence in wisdom and virtue. 


They should be taught to view humanity in its widest 


aspects, to understand the contributions to human welfare made 


by all peoples and periods. 


As they read in their history books of the disputes and 
wars in which their own people have been involved they must 


= be trained to see the case from the point of view of their 


opponents as well as their own. 


The pulpit must cease to proclaim a national god. . . 
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How Our Fighting|Lord Ponsonby replies 


Fund Mounts 


AS you will see from the “ Editor’s Note- 
book” on page 2, this week is the 
third anniversary of Peace News. So why 
not send us a birthday present in the form 
of a contribution to our Fighting Fund? 
We are pleased to acknowledge the fol- 
lowing contributions to the Peace News 
Fighting Fund:— 


LPs a: 
Previously acknowledged ae e. 32 4 
M. L. Jordan, Aspley Heath .,. eo O85 0 
A. L. Northedge, Hull Group .. -- 010 0 
Anon, Forest Gate oe »e — 05 0 
F. Lohr, Woodford Green ae s O20 
H. I. Huws, Dolwyddelan aa 01 2 
Norwich Group (profits from sale of 
Peace News) ne ro “ 010 0 
Anon. ee ye a ee eo 0 5 0 
G. J. Emmett, Hounslow os - 02090 
A. S. Gosling, Exeter .. ou eo OF 2 6 
Mrs. Popham Ne oe oe ee OF 2 6 
A. Moore, Glasgow >i Be we 0 2 0 
Anon., Boxhill Ve ee He we O 2 G6 
R. R. Clements, Delabole * igo OF 2:90 
£35 16 9 


The Fighting Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union's work the subsidy at present paid to 
Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the cur- 
rent year.) 

Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 

Meanwhile, the ultimate need of the paper is 
a larger circulation. 

Here is a way in which individual readers can 
help to gain us that wider circulation; send us 
the name and address of anyone te whom it 
would be worth while sending a specimen copy 
of Peace News and we will do so. 

Use the form below, and if you want to send 
more than one name and address please attach 
a separate sheet of paper. 


To the Distribution Department, 
"Peace News,” 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Please send a specimen copy of 


* Peace News” to 


Name —. 


Address 


(Signed) 
Address 


New F ellowship in 
Southend 


The formation of the Southend and Dis- 
trict Fellowship of Pacifist Clergy and 
Ministers was the outcome of a meeting of 
a group of ten clergy and mimisters last 
week. 

The new Fellowship will be affiliated to the 
Fellowship ef Reconciliation. The Rev. Ralph 
Gardner was elected chairman, the Rev. W. 
Gregory Lawrence, Minister of Hadleigh Con- 
gregational Church, the Hon. Secretary, and the 
Rev. Arthur Jones, of Rochford, was also 
appointed to serve on the Committee. 

Meetings of the Fellowship wilt be held 
monthly, and further information is obtainable 
from the Secretary, “Heswall,” Kiln Road, 
Thundersley, Essex. 


to Dr. Lindsay 


FAR. LINDSAY’S Burge Memorial Lec 

ture, which was dealt with by Max 
Plowman last week, was the subject of a 
letter from Lord Ponsonby in The Times 
on Friday. Following are some of the 
points from Lord Ponsonby’s reply to Dr. 
Lindsay: 

“Dr. Lindsay uses the words ‘law’ and ‘war’ 
without any attempt at further definition. He 
must know that international law in the sense 
that there is a code of law between nations 
which is precise and can be enforced does not 
exist. 

“The appeal to law therefore rests on the in- 
terpretation given to it by an aggrieved party or 
the continued enforcement of some treaty which 
has been concluded for their benefit. 

“As to war, Dr. Lindsay, with his profound 
knowledge of history, appears still to visualize 
it in the terms of the Battle of Crecy or the 
Battle of Blenheim. 

“The dogmatic pacifist, whom I am quite 
ready to represent, contends that the one thing 
that must prevent the desired establishment of a 
binding international law is the continuance of 
war. 

“He knows, further, that modern warfare has 
reached a degree of brutality and destruction 
which differentiates it entirely from all warfare 
in th> past. He decides therefore that as war, 
even disguised as it always is on both sides as 
‘defence,’ admittedly solves no international 
difference and must postpone indetinitely any 
possibility of establishing acceptable inter- 
national law, he should refuse on the grounds of 
justice and patriotism to support it. Call this 
‘ doctrinaire,’ ‘dogmatic, or what you will, I 
call it common sense.” 


National Peace Congress 
Speakers 


Several more speakers have been an- 
nounced far the National Peace Council’s 
annual National Peace Congress, in addi- 
tion to those already reported. They are 
Mr. George Lansbury, Professor N. F. Hall 
(Director of the National Institute for 
Economic Research), Sir John Harris, the 
Rev. Henry Carter, Mr. Ronald Kidd and 
Miss Aline Mackinnon. The congress will 
meet in Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, from July 7 to 9. 

Further details and copies of an applica- 
tion form for delegates are obtainable from 
the National Peace Council, 39 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


P.P.U. National Council 


Members 


Eric Gill and Humphrey S. Moore, editor 
of Peace News, were co-opted to the 
National Council at the first meeting of 
the Council. 


The following have been chosen as area 
representatives on the Council: 


Scotland: Rev. Vincent Wiliams. 

Ireland: Prof. Tom Finnigan. 

Wales: George Davies and Lady Artemus 

Jones. 
Cumberland and Westmorland: Rev. H. D. 
Evans.* 

Neweastle and District: Thomas Large.* 

Manchester and Liverpool: Leslie Kirkley. 

Yorkshire; Dennis Riley. 

Birmingham : Herbert Whatley (pra tem). 

Nottingham and Distriet: Charles Baldwin. 

Norfolk and East Counties: J. R. Purling. 

Londor: Miss Sybil Morrison. 

East and West Kent: Eric Roach.t 

Hampshire, Surrey and Sussex: G. C. Seager.t 

Devonshire, Cornwall and Dorset: J. N. Whale. 

Bristol and Wiltshire area: W. J. Parkin. 

The Executive Committee will decide at 
its meeting next Tuesday whether the 
districts marked * and { will be merged or 


represented individually. 
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Questions the 
Tribunals 


May Ask 


HOSE wishing to obtain exemption on 
the grounds of conscience from mili- 
tary service under the Military Training 
Act will have to appear before tribunals set 
up for the purpose. 
While it is not yet known what questions 


PEACE 


{ 
{ 
{ 
( 
{ 


HOW THEY RESISTED 
EN 1916 .. Nos. 9 & 10 


NEWS 5 


Two Brothers Claimed 


Complete Exemption 


these tribunals will ask applicants for ex- x 
emption. it may be assumed that the ques- j REA ! KD DIFFEREN [| L Yy B Y 
tions will be similar to those put to objec- 


tors by tribunals during the War. For the 
guidance of those who will soon have to 
face tribunals we print below the questions 
asked by the War-time tribunals: 

1. State precisely on what grounds you base 
your objections to combatant service. 

2. If you object also to non-combatant 
service, state precisely your reasons. 

3. Do you object to participating in the use 
of arms in any dispute, whatever the circum- 
stances and however just, in your opinion, the 
cause? 

4. Would you be willing to join some branch 
of military service engaged not in the destruction 
but in the saving of life? If not, state precisely 
your reasons. 


HOW LONG A C.O.? 


5. (a) How long have you held the conscien- 
tious obiections expressed above? (ob) What 
evidence can you produce in support of your 
statement? 

6. (a) Are you a member of a religious body, 
and if so, what body? (0b) Is it one cf the tenets 
of this body that no member must engage in any 
military service whatsoever? (c) Does the body 
penalise in any way a member who does en- 
gage in military service, if so, in what way? (d) 
When did you become a member of that body? 

9. (a) Are you a member of any other body, 
one of whose principles is objection to all forms 
of military service, and if so, what body? (bd) 
When did you become a member? 

8. Can you state any sacrifice which you have 
made at any time because of the conscientious 
objections which you now put forward? 


NATIONAL SERVICE? 


9. (a) Assuming that your conscientious 
objections were established would you be 
willing to undertake some form of national 
service (other than your present work) at this 
time of national need? (b) What particular 
kind of national service would you be willing to 
undertake? (State all the different kinds.) (c) 
Have you, since the war broke out, been engaged 
in any form of philanthropic or other work for 
the good of the community? If so, give particu- 
lars. (d) What sacrifice are you prepared to 
make to show your willingness, without violating 
your conscience, to help your country at the 
present time? 

10. (a) If you are not willing to undertake 
any kind of work of national importance as a 
condition of being exempted from military 
service, state precisely your reasons; and also 
(b) How do you reconcile your enjoying the 
privileges of British citizenship with this refusal? 


1916 C.0s Wiil 
Attend Mock 
Tribunals 


Conscientious objectors vt 1916-18 will meet 
COs of 1939 at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, to- 
morrow (Saturday), when a series of mock 
tribunals, including a reconstruction of a 1917 
tribunal, are to be held. 

Applicants for exemption in the 1917 tribunal 
will be A. Fenner Brockway and the Rev. 
Dougias Prichard, while the members of the 
tribunal wall consist of J. Allen Skinner, George 
Hill and O. D. Savage, all ex-CO's of the Great 
War period. Researches in the files of The 
Tribunal, official but illegal journal of the No 
Conscription Fellowship during the War, have 
revealed copies of the original speeches made by 
the applicants before their tribunais at the time, 
and these will be repeated on Saturday. The| 
questions of the tribunal and the military repre-| 
sentative will alt be actual questions put to 


THE SAME 


TRIBUNAL 


STRIKING instance of a tribunal meting out different 
treatment to each of two brothers, who both claimed 
absolute exemption-as conscientious objectors, is provided 


in the following contributions to 


our series by men who resisted 


conscription during the Great War. 


By Arthur Holmes 


\Y Y brother Ernest and I both appeared 
Z before the Local Tribunal on the same 
day. We both claimed absolute exemption 
and it was granted to both of us. 


The military representative appealed to! 
the County Tribunal against the decision 
of the Local Tribunal. I was called first 
and the tribunal told the Military Repre- 
sentative that the decision of the Local 


Tribunal would be upheld, as he had not 
shown any reason or brought any fresh 
evidence to show why it should be altered. 


My brother was not called to the County 
Tribunal until a further six weeks had 
elapsed ; then the Military Representative 
was able to point out a similar case in which 
the Military had appealed to the Central 


Tribunal against the decision of a lower 
tribunal and the man had lost his exemp- 
tion. 


Lost Exemption 


He successfully claimed that the County 
Tribunal should not act in contrast to the 
highest tribunal of all—the Central. Thus 
my brother lost his exemption. 


All this is over twenty years ago now, but I 
have no regrets at the stand I took then and 
would do the same again now if given the oppor- 
tunity. I am very sorry indeed that I am not 
likely to be called up, owing to my age. 


I am more than ever convinced that war and 
the preparation for war is no way out of our 
troubles. I believe the greatest security against 
war would be a determination of the ordinary 
people not to take up arms against the ordinary 
people of any other nation. If we leave every- 
thing to the so-called statesmen we are very 
lixely to have war-—but if the rank and file 
could and would mske themselves felt they 


would be able to find for our difficulties ‘aj 


more excellent way.” 


By Ernest Holmes 


| WAS given absolute exemption by the 
local tribunal, but this was cancelled and 
exemption from combatant service only 
was substituted on the appeal action of the 
military representative. 

I was then called up for service, failed to 
respond, and for nearly two years con- 
tinued in my ordinary occupation. 


I was also honorary secretary of the local 
branch of the Workers’ Educational Asso- 
ciation and honorary secretary of the local 
Peace-by-Negotiation Society. It was 
probably my activities in connexion with 


applicants at war-time tribunals, and reported in|this iatter body which resulted in my 


The Tribunal and other papers. 

Following this historical reconstruction, a mock 
tribunal under the terms of the new Millttary 
Training Act. with two youths of twenty as 
applicants for exemption. will be carried out. 
Prominent barristers and solicitors will defend 
the prisoners and represent the authorities. 

Among others co-operating in the tribunals 
are Mr. Reginald Reynolds, Mr. James Avery 
Joyce, Mr. Robert Pollard, Mr. Norman Prichard, 
and Mr. O. D. Savage. The tribunals have been 
organised by the Central London Region of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


(“ Mock trial” organizer—ses page 10) 


Anti-Militarist Sculpture 
Rejected By Academy, 


Whitechapel Art Gallery has accepted 
a sculpture with a strong anti-militarist 
“message,” previously rejected by the 
Royal Academy. The work, which is by 
Lady Antrim, will now-figure in an ex- 
hibition of contemporary paintings at the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery, which has always 
been noted for its patronage of modern 
art. 


eventual arrest as an absentee. 


Twice Court-Martialled 


Court-martialled at Ripon, I was sen- 
tenced to 6 months’ hard labour at Worm- 
wood Scrubs. Released shortly after the 
Armistice, I was taken back to the army, 
refused orders and was again court- 
martialled and sentenced to 12 months’ 
hard labour at Leicester. 


I appeared before the Central Tribunal 
while a prisoner at V/ormwood Scrubs and 
was offered “ work of national importance” 
at Dartmoor. It was made clear that I 
must refrain from any activities in con- 
nexion with the Peace-by-Negotiation 
agitation and I felt bound to refuse. 


I observed a great improvement in the 
attitude of the prison officers as time went 
on. In the early days we were kept under 
very strict discipline, but towards the end 


discipline was exercised in a much less| 


impersonal way, and in the smaller prisons, 
at any rate, we were given a good deal of 
latitude and consideration. 


Secret Radio 


Pacifists Big 
“Push” 


ANY groups of the Peace Pledze 

Union are not remaining content 

with merely expressing their opposition to 
conscription. Instead, they are using the 
present situation for a big “push” to bring 
home to the public the need for construc- 

tive peace-making. : 


The Pinner (Middlesex) group, for ex- 
ample, has spent a weck in distributing 
copies of the manifesto explaining PPU 
opposition to conscription, together with 
other literature. 


' 
' 

Members have also asked local news- | 
agents to take copies of the “Peace Service ; 
Handbook” for sale. Many have promised , 
to do so, as well as toe display posters. , 
Copies of the “Peace Service Handbook” 4 
are also being sold regularly on the * 
streets, at the same time as Peace News. ' 


The overwhelming rush of orders for the 
“Peace Service Handbook” received by ‘ 
Peace Pledge Union headquarters shows } 
that many groups are as active as that at , 
Pinner in bringing it before the public. 
Such activity will reach a peak in “Peace 
Service Handbook” Weeks, which are 
being arranged all over the country for 
the week beginning June 4. 


is 


The Real Voice of Germany 


HOSE who understand German can 

serve the cause of peace by translating 

to listeners’ circles the nightly broadcasts 

of the German Peoples’ Freedom Front 
Radio. 

This station, and all it stands for, is 


with émigrés and the legal Socialist and 
Communist parties, frequently quoting 
from the reports which they and other 
Socialists smuggled over the borders. That 
it still does so is proof of its claim that 
widespread opposition exists too in Czecho- 


proof that if we vigorously and by unortho- Slovakia. 


dox means aid the German people against 
their rulers they will overthrow them; 
that the German people are the best 
friends of. peace in Europe. 


How to Find It 


The station, most likely a powerful port- 
able transmitter, broadcasts on wave- 
lengths between 29.8 and 31.6 meters. 
Often onevhas to follow it round the dial 
while the Nazi jammers come limping 
behind, then back and forth again. It 
begins at about 9 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m. 

It opens thus: 

“Hallo! Hallo! This is the German 
Peoples’ Freedom Front Radio, broadcast- 
ing on a wave-length of 29.8 metres.” 

Then it gives an account of the aims of 
the German Peoples’ Freedom Front: a 
democratic republic securely realized by 
socialization of heavy industries, public 
utilities and the land. Next it reports 


‘upon conditions in present-day Germany 


and upon the international situation, parti- 
cularly the Spanish and Central European 
arenas. Often it diversifies its news with 
anti-Nazi anecdotes, and, I have been told, 
it is the principal retailer of the innumer- 
able anti-Nazi jokes which are themselves 
such a potent and well organized form of 
opposition. 


Accuracy of the News 


Occasionally talks British trade union 
leaders have prepared are broadcast in the 
name of their unions. 

Prominent German Catholics like Prince 
Hubertus Zu Lowenstein have also pre- 
pared talks. 


World-Wide Reception 


The broadcasts are sponsored by a com- 
mittee of the German Peoples’ Freedom 
Front, a peoples’ front of left wing, demo- 
cratic, progressive and peace parties, fight- 
ing for a free Germany. 

For those who want to listen in, I may 
say that the station is fairly easily received 
in any part of the British Isles, but especi- 
ally so where and when the big stations 
are relatively weak or silent. Because of 
its relatively low-powered stations Scot- 
land seems particularly good ground for 
recepticn, says a Scottish correspondent. 


Louis Borriil 


“ Internationalism ” 
Discussed at 


Week-end School 


“INTERNATIONALISM ” was the subject 
of ‘a Whitsun week-end school at 


Particularly illuminating and detailed.| Westerham. 


and by the efforts I have made to check 


After Canon Stuart Morris, chairman of 


them, accurate, are its accounts of discon-,the PPU. Mr. L. R. Aldous, of the LNU, 
tent, unrest and semi-rebellion amongst! and Mr.@erry Cutliffe, of the International 


large sections of the people and the armed Friendship League, 


forces. 


had delivered ad- 
dresses, the school adopted a summing-up 


Co-operation with forces cutside Germany ;0f Internationalism moved by Andrew 
is revealed by the accuracy of the news| Stewart. It read: 


about Central Europe. Before the seizure 
of Czecho-Slovakia it maintained contacts 


The Infected 
Mind 


ACTERIOLOGICAL infection can get 

into people in four ways: (1) from 

the air they breathe; (2) through cuts or 

abrasions in the skin; (3) by bites of para- 
sites; and (4) in food and drink. 


As people vary very much in their sus- 
ceptibility to infection, it would perhaps 
be well to use a mixture. A good brew 
might be made with meningitis, pneu- 
monia, diphtheria, anthrax, tetanus, and 
syphilis, reinforced by a few hundred- 
weights of plague infected fleas, and per- 
haps a touch of leprosy for moral effect... 


Even if we do not intend to use bacteria, 
we should make a practical study of the 
possibilities so as to know how to defend 
ourselves and be ready to retaliate if 
attacked. 


—Major H. A. Sisson, OBE, MA, FCA, in 
“ARP News,” May, 1939. 


Internationalism is the recognition as a prin- 
ciple of the spiritual unity and social inter- 
dependence of all mankind. 

It can find expression only in the creation of 
a tree federation of all peoples on a basis of 
equzlity, mutual trust and co-operation. 

Fundamentally, progress towards this ideal is 
dependent on the individual, since all human in- 
stitutions derive their qualities only from the 
individuals comprising them. 

The individual may contribute, negatively, by 
renouncing all tendencies, such as war, which 
deny the basic principle of Internationalism, and. 
positively, by supporting all movements which 
propagate international good will and further the 
voluntary removal of all unnatural barriers 
between men. 

The Rev. C. Pickford conducted a special 
service for the members at Westerham 
Congregational Church, where the school 


was held. 


Dic it Suit the Jitterbugs? 

The following notice appeared in a City 
tailor's window recently: “Tell this to the 
Jitterbugs. We are so convinced that war 
is not imminent that we agree to refund 
all monies paid for suits ordered now if 
this country is at war in Europe in twa 
months, and all such suits will be given 
free of charge.” 
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another. 
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Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, Londoa, W.C.1. 


JUNE 2, 1939. 


The Editor's Point of View 


REPEAL THE 
ACT! 


ig is good to hear from so many parts of the country 

that bureaux and other bodies of people have been 
set up to see to the welfare of those who will come up 
against the new conscription law. 


Even the setting up of a number of national com- 
mittees for this purpose will no doubt be at least as 
helpful in- making quite sure that all are served, as it 
will be unhelpful in causing overlapping. 


There is much to be done, and if there is only one set 
of facts which all such bodies can make known, there 
are plenty of other kinds of help which may be given 
special attention by one or other of them. 


* 


One, for instance, may tend to be most useful to the 
absolutist; another may make a special study of ways 
and means of getting the Act itself repealed. 


A third may concern itself mainly with a point that 
is all too likely to be overlooked—the ensuring of a 
sense of support to those whose friends are not in sym- 
pathy or who, because there are so few tribunals, have 
to travel to parts of the country where they will feel 
the loneliness of strangers. 


A fourth may well feel again the need to develop into 
something like the Alternative Service Guild which, as 
the former chairman of that body writes to remind us, 
was felt to be needed during the War when “many No 
Conscription Fellowship members as well as practically 
all the numerous pacifist non-members, accepted alter- 
native service without any organization to advise them 
in this course, or to speak for them.” 


* 


Yet in spite of the need for that kind of work and in 
spite of its great extent (or perhaps because of it), it is 
possible to pay too much attention to it. 


Care for the welfare of conscientious objectors is a 
special need because of the specially cowardly way in 
which the Military Training Act puts the chief burden 
on those least able to bear it. 


But they—and we who are older—must realize that 
the fact that conscription has been imposed means 
that the claim of the State to control the individual 
(a long way of saying “fascism”) has made a big 
advance on the country as a whole. 

However pacifists may differ about what they should 
do now that conscription is law, all agree that it should 
not have become law. 


There should not be any difficulty therefore in main- 
taining that the pacifist’s real jqb is to work for the 
repeal of the Military Training Act. 


* 


There are a number of reasons why pacifists believe 
conscription should never have become law. 


At one extreme there is the merely practical point 
that it was not and is not now needed even from the 
point of view of military efficiency. The Government 
has always boasted of the steady flow of recruits. 


But its spokesmen have stated that we need a number 
of men quickly to man our anti-aircraft guns so that 
we shall always be ready while the voluntary recruits 
are coming in and are being trained. That, I am con- 
vinced, is just part of the deliberate war-scare propa- 
ganda which is being used to make people less unwilling 
to allow the Government to take away one liberty after 
another. 


I believe there is not the slightest likelihood of war 
this year, and probably not at all. For one thing, no- 
one is ready for it (and conscription is more likely to 
Sek: this obstacle to war than to be an obstacle to 
war). 


To talk about the danger of war is not only to add 
to people’s fears but to add to the difficulty of removing 
conscription from the Statute Book. For at the other 
end of the scale of reasons for removing it is that it 
plays a big part in the process of taking away our 
liberties that has already been going on for too long and 
that is aided, as I have said, by scaring people out of 
their wits and into submission. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 
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ARE WE FASCISTS ? 


asks VERA 


BRITTAIN 


discussing Rose Macaulay’s recent series of 


articles in “ Peace News.” 


A comment by 


another reader will appear next week. 


I UNDERSTAND that a leading London 
newspaper, when recently invited to review 

_our Peace Service Handbook, responded 
with the suggestion that the Peace Pledge Union 
was evidently a Fascist organization. 


There is, of course, nothing new in the discrediting of 
minorities by labelling them with whatever name is 
most obnoxious at the moment. We in the pacifist 
movement are already familiar with our contemptuous 
relegation, by certain passionate Left-wing publications, 
to the disparaged ranks of “appeasers” and “Municheers.” 
Even our supporter, Miss Rose Macaulay, utters a 
friendly warning that “ Occasionally, when reading 
some letters in Peace News, I (and others) half think 
we have got hold of the Blackshirt by mistake.” 

Quite lately two examples of similar criticism—the 
one hostile, the other benevolent—have come within 
my own experience. At a dinner party a few nights 
ago, the MP who was sitting next to me suddenly in- 
quired: “Just what degree of pacifism do you stand for 
at the moment?” And when I said that I belonged to 
the Council of the Peace Pledge Union, it became obvious 
that had I not been his hostess he would have 
manceuvred me into a political dispute. As it was, he 
indicated clearly enough that in his view pacifists of 
the PPU type deserved nothing better than extinction. 

“You people are letting the country down,” he said. 
“You're hand-in-glove with Hitler, whether you know 
it or not.” 


* 


A BOUT the same time, a questionnaire 
arrived from my American lecture 
agent which I was invited to answer in order to 


supply him with advance publicity material. 

“What is your attitude towards the current inter- 
national crisis?” the first question inquired. “ Do you 
think war can still be avoided in the face of Hitler’s 
repeated aggressions and known policies?” , 

In replying to this I endeavoured to outline the pacifist 
position. My statement, while indicating my opinion of 
Fascism as a creed, contained also the following 
sentences: 

“At the moment I believe that the dishonesty of war propa- 
ganda tends to over-emphasize the aggressions and persecutions 
of Germany (for which the crimes and blunders of the victors 
in the late War are in the last resort responsible) and to 
underrate those of Russia and Poland—the latter of which has 
persecuted the Jews at least as cruelly and over a longer period 
than Germany... .- 

“The present aggressions of Germany, while they cannot be 
excused, shoud be judged in the light of history as a whole. 
If only all the Great Powers would admit that in this light 
they are none of them blameless, we should have taken a long 
step on the path to peace.” . 

My intelligent, non-pacifist secretary, who usually 
regards my opinions with sympathetic resignation, 


-looked perturbed when she completed the typescript. 


“Do you think this had better stand? People in 
America will say you belong to the Fifth Column!” 

People will say! I thought of the inscription on the 
gateway of St. Andrew’s University: “They say. What 
say they? Let them say!” But I also remembered— 
for I enjoy unpopularity no better than anyone else— 
a number of things that had been said about past holders 
of minority opinions. Behind the kindly protest I 
seemed to hear the most famous denunciation ever made 
by the age-old human hunting pack, hounding down the 
isolated individualist with the panic-stricken cry that 
the only appropriate fate for the challenger of current 
animosities is the silencing of his inconvenient voice 
in death. 

“Crucify him! Crucify him! 
publicans and sinners!” 

And I reflected that there is, after all, no name given 
to pacifists so harsh and so vile as the names cast at 
Him whom we in this country officially worship, no mud 
thrown at our movement so foul as the mud once flung 
at the teaching by which our nation is nominally guided. 


This man consorts with 


* 


O I resolved that if I was to be called 

a Fascist, I must be ready to endure 

even this. As a lifelong feminist, I am, of 

course, one of the last persons who could accept 

the Fascist doctrine, with its insistence on 

woman’s auxiliary role and its emphasis on her 

physical functions at the expense of her 
citizenship. 

Plenty if opprobrious labels have been attached to me 
for my persistent advocacy of equal opportunities for 
men and women; I have been called “ shrill,” “rabid,” 
and even—despite fourteen years of happy marriage and 
two intelligent and affectionate children—accused of 
“abnormality.” But I am now aware that if it suits 
war-mongers to rechristen me a Fascist, not one of the 
names which I have been given as a feminist will rescue 
me from that totally incompatible accusation. 

Miss Macaulay, however, is not a war-monger, but a 
benevolent and eminently civilized friend of peace, and 
I want for a moment to consider her statement. No 
doubt it is true that some of the articles in Peace News 
would have been welcomed by the Blackshirt, because 


they have endeavoured to say what could be said for 
those whose aggressive policies are the source of our 
present war fever. Admittedly this expedient is open ta 
misunderstanding, but it is, I think, a necessary expedient 
for peace-lovers at a time like the present. 


* 


W ARS begin when political pressures 


—that is, the main trend of poli- 
tical opinions—tend to be exerted in the same 


hostile direction. 

One method of restoring normality is to exert political 
pressure from the opposite standpoint, and to state the 
case for those whom the passionate majority are uniting 
to condemn. This is, after all, the principle which 
underlies the whole apparatus of justice; it is the basis 
of religious toleration and political liberty. War, like 
every form of revenge, comes only when this basic 
principle is universally denied. Again a voice comes 
down the ages to support those who insist upon 
recognizing it. 

“For if ye love them which love you, what reward 
have ye? Do not even the publicans the same?” 

“And if ye salute your brethren only, what do 
more than others?” 

At times, indeed, I wonder what has been in the 
minds of those peace propagandists who for twenty 
years have advocated the method of the Council table 
rather than the battlefield, but are now asserting that 
“you cannot negotiate with these people.” With what 
kind of antagonist were they proposing to share arbitra- 
tion? Did they expect pleasant, congenial opponents 
who were “gentlemen” and would good-temperedly 
admit themselves to be in the wrong? Any fool could 
make terms with such an adversary. 

The real test of the peace movement comes when our 
opponents are cruel, ferocious and objectionable; when 
they insist upon presenting their own case though it 
seems obvious to everyone on our side that we ourselves 
have the monopoly of righteousness. If the lovers of 
peace can see no justice in the argument of their enemies, 
it is then that history gives them the chance at least to 
say, “ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” The tragedy of the peace movement today is the 
number of erstwhile peace-lovers who have failed in 
this test. 


ye 


* 


shee those who are still trying to keep 
their heads and remain uninflu- 
enced by the opprobrium which is none the less 
hard to bear because it is suffered in the interests 
of reason, there are two things that I should 
like to say. 

First, remember that greater people than yourselves 
have had their actions ridiculed, their motives mis- 
interpreted and their names reviled, yet within their 
own life-time have been accepted as inspired reformers 
by later generations. As a feminist it pleases me to recall 
the career of Mrs. Pankhurst, who suffered term upon 
term of imprisonment as a political rebel, yet only two 
years after her death was honoured by a statue in the 
precincts of Westminster which her ex-opponent, Mr. 
Baldwin, unveiled. 

Secondly, on this matter of renouncing war which is 
our specific objective, do not forget that in every war 
the customary method of discrediting the lovers of peace 
is to advertise them as friends of the enemy. The 
oldest generation can recall the despised “ pro-Boers ” 
whose policy would have saved South Africa from the 
bitter aftermath of a disastrous campaign; the War 
generation remembers the ‘“pro-Germans” whose counsel 

,could have rescued Europe from the horrors which have 
followed Versailles. If war comes again, we pacifists 
will be “ pro-Fascists,” because it is the worst name 
which the militarists and the temporary converts to a 
war policy can find to call us. 

But what of it? The “traitor” of today is the leader 
of tomorrow; the pariah at whom men cast stones in 
their fever becomes the saviour to whom they frantically 
turn when they recover from their folly and perceive 
aghast the desert that they have created. “O stormy 
people,” wrote Chaucer, 


“vnsad and ever untrue, 
And undiscreet and changing as a vane, 
Delighting ever in rumble that is new, 
For like the moon ay waxe ye and wane.” 


We may, then, console ourselves with the reflection 
that ostracism and opprobrium are temporary phases, 
the creation of those unstable minds which adapt their 
principles to the wayward chance of current events. 
The more passionately and irresponsibly our critics 
decry us, the more vehemently they will support us 
when a fresh wind has blown the weathercock of public 
opinion in the opposite direction. 

“The things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” Truth is the 
only certainty, the only permanent anchor, amid all the 
changes and chances cf the world. Let us in the pacifist 
movement continue to follow the truth that we have 
seen with all the courage that each one of us can muster, 
and in the end the truth shall make us free. 


to 
ait 


tion 
ises, 
heir 
nts, 
itics 
i us 
blic 


the 
the 
the 
‘ifist 
lave 
ster, 


June 2, 1939 


PEACE NEWS 


7 


10,000 Welshmen Demonstrate 


Against Conscription 


ee 


M.P.s TO WATCH WORKING 
OF TRAINING ACT 


Rally Against 
Conscription 


THE Birmingham and_ district 

branch of the No Conscription 
League is planning 2 big anti-conscrip- 
tion meeting in the Birmingham 
Town Hall on Sunday, June 11, com- 
mencing at 7.30 p.m. 


Speakers will be Jennie Lee, A. 
Fenner Brockway, J. Johnson and 
John S. Hoyland (chairman). 


How Refugees Are 


Trained for a 


New Life 


REFUGEE agencies are, of necessity, 

principally concerned with the task of 
evacuating refugees from the countries in 
which they are in danger and of making 
provision for them in this country pending 
their ultimate emigration. 


During the time they are in Britain many 
refugees now receive training in agricul- 
ture to fit them for a fresh start in a new 
land. 

To deal with all proposals for the training or 
employment of refugees, irrespective of nation- 
ality or religion, the Agricultural Sub-Committee 
was set up last December. This does not itself 
deal with individual cases, but co-ordinates the 
activities of other bodies. 


Represented on it are the Agriculture Com- 
mittee of the Council for German Jewry, the 
Agricultural Department of the Society of 
Friends, the YMCA, the Czech Committee, 
National Farmers’ Union, Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, and the National Union of Agri- 
cultural Workers. An official from the Ministry 
of Agriculture and one from the Agricultural 
Department of the Scottish Office attend its 
meetings in an advisory capacity. 


More Opcaings Needed 


The usual arrangement is for the trainee 
to be on trial for one month; and for the 
first three months (including the trial 
month) he receives no wages. After three 
months he must be paid the full wage. 


Organizations are generally unwilling to 
place a man unless there is reasonable 
prospect of employment for one year. 

Although openings for older men are 
most urgent, only 15 men over 21 years of 
age have been placed, whereas sixty under 
that age have been found openings. Pro- 
vincial refugee committees are urged to do 
all in their power to persuade farmers in 
their localities to offer places. 

Some organizations have land for training 
under their own control. 


The Agricultural Committee of the Council 
for German Jewry has had an estate at East 
Grinstead placed at its disposal by Mr. Ian 
Anderson, while Tingrith Manor Farm, Bedford- 
shire, has been provided by Mr. Beloff. In 
addition, the David Eder Training Farm, Kent, 
was originally established to prepare English 
Jewish men and women for settlement in 
Palestine. 


The Agricultural Department of the Germany 
Emergency Committee is about to open an agri- 
cultural training centre in an old fort in Alder- 
new. It has already established several other 
centres. 


New Bruderhof 


Community 


A NEW Bruderhof, or community settle- 

ment, has just been established on a 
318-acre farm at Oaksey, four miles from 
the first Bruderhof at Ashton Keynes, 
Wiltshire. 

The purpose behind the Bruderhof is to 
give practical expression, in community 
life, to the ideals of peace, international 
friendship, and social justice. 

To finance the extension of this work a 
company has been formed, entitled Friends 
of the Bruderhof, Limited. Directors of 
the company are Harold F. Bing, Albert P. 
I. Cotterell, George P. Gooch, Humphrey 
S. Moore, and two members of the 
Bruderhoefe, Eberhard C. H. Arnold and 
Arnold H. Mason. 

A prospectus of the company, giving full 
particulars, 1s obtainable from the secretary 
of the company at the registered office, 41 
Corn Street, Bristol, 1, or from the Steward, 
Cotswold Bruderhof Community, Ashton 
Keynes, Swindon, Wiltshire. 


Quakers Pledge Support 
for Objectors 


A huge anti-conscription rally in Caernarvon ; 


Formation of a committee of MPs to watch cases of men claiming 
exemption from conscription ; 


Quakers’ reaffirmation of their opposition to conscription and of 
support for conscientious objectors. 


HESE are but a few of the important developments revealed 
by the spate of reports which continues to pour in to Peace 
News concerning the nation-wide revolt against conscription. 


That revolt is expected to take another step forward on Sunday, when the 
No Conscription League will hold a national convention in the Bermondsey Town 


Hall, Spa Road, London, S.E.16. There 


will be two sessions (at 10.30 a.m. and 


2.30 p.m.) and a public demonstration will be held at 7.30 p.m. 


Details of the important developments referred to above appear below, 
together with reports of other aspects of the campaign against conscription. 


THE great anti-conscription rally in Caer- 

narvon Pavilion on Saturday night 
was considered one of the largest meetings 
ever held in the town. 

The pavilion is the biggest building in 
Wales, and about 10,000 people assembled 
to hear speeches from people who were 
representative of the political parties, of 
religious and social life, and of the Welsh 
section of Peace Pledge Unidn. 

The chairman, Professor J. E. Daniel, of 
Bangor, (Vice-President of the Welsh 
Nationalist Party) proposed the following 
resolution:— 

“That this meeting, representing every aspect 
of Welsh life, in religion, industry, politics, for 
religious, social, and national reasons, declares 
its protest against the Conscription Bill. We 
regard it as contrary to the principles of the 
Gospel, to our social traditions, and an unbear- 
able oppression on our rights as a nation. We 
call upon the Government to withdraw the Bill, 
and we pledge curselves to oppose it in every 
manner possible.” 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 
Another resolution pledging support to all 
young men who would refuse to be con- 
scripted, on pacifist or national grounds, 
was also passed. 


Call for Welsh Lead 


Mr. Richard Bishop, Chairman of the 
Welsh section of the PPU, said that as an 
Englishman, he looked to peace-loving 
Wales to give a lead in the West as Gandhi 
had given a lead in the East. 

Mr. Saunders Lewis, President of the Welsh 
Nationalist Party. appealed to teachers. 
preachers, and public Ieaders to stand behind 
the young men who would refuse conscription. 
“Where will the Ministers of the Gospel be this 
time?” he asked. “How many of you will 
support these young men?” A number of 
Ministers stood up in reply, and were loudly 
cheered. 

Mr. Lewis said that Wales should be exempted 
from conscription as Ulster had been. He 
claimed, too, that the tribunals set up for con- 
scientious objectors should be composed of 
Welsh-speaking persons, so that youths. from 
rural Wales would be at no disadvantages to 
put their case. 

Other speakers were Principal J. Morgan 
Jones, of Bangor (a PPU member and a con- 
scientious objector in the last war), Mr. Oliver 
Brown, .PPU member from Glasgow, who 
brought many messages of good wishes from 
Scotland, Mr. Elwyn Jones, Town Clerk of 
Bangor, and Mr. John Morgan, organizer of the 
North Wales Unemployed Union. 


Parliamentary Committee Formed 


At a meeting of eight MPs last Thursday, 
presided over by Mr. George Lansbury, it 
was agreed that those present, with power 
to add, should form a committee of MPs to 
watch carefully cases of men claiming ex- 
emption whether on conscientious or other 
other grounds. 

It was also decided to notify interested 
organizations of the existence of this com- 
mittee. 

Those present were Mrs. Hardie and 
Messrs. Rhys Davies, T. E. Harvey. Creech 
Jones, James Maxton, Campbell Stephen, 


‘and Cecil Wilson. 


Mr. Lansbury was appointed chairman 
and Mr. Wilson convener of the committee. 


Quakers’ Support for Objectors 


Determination to give “ every support to 
conscientious objectors, our members and 
others,” and to work for'the repeal of the 
Conscription Act, was expressed in a 
Minute passed by the 27Ist Yearly Meeting 
of the Society of Friends which ended in 
London on Tuesday. 


The gathering also set up a special committee 
to watch the interests of young Quakers and 
others taking up the stand of conscientious 
objectors under the Act. 


The minute added that the Society was not 
only supporting these men but was deeply con- 
cerned “ with the moral wrong done to the young 
men into whose normal life will come training 
in the art of killing.” The conscience clause, 
though welcome in itself, did not m&sk the true 
nature of the Act, the minute pointed out. 


The Quaker peace testimony was not negative, 
“but the most positive and constructive thing 
we have to ofter, because war destroys those 
very values which it sets out to defend.” 


“ Pledge Is Not Negative ” 
“When members of the Peace Pledge 


>” 


Union adopt the slogan ‘ We Say No’,” said 
Principal George Sutherland, of Dalton 
Hall, Manchester, at the Saturday evening 
session of the Yearly Meeting of the 
Society, “it is not a negative position. It 
is the most positive position today. Be- 
cause, unless we say ‘no’ to war, it doesn't 
much matter what we say to anything else.” 

It was an outrage that men who were not 
considered old enough to vote should be taken 
at that age and instructed how to kill. 


He did not wish to be misunderstood, he said, 
in describing the conscience clause in the Mili- 
tary Training Act as dangerous. Its presence in 
the Act was. in fact, a triumph. It destroyed 
the whole argument for the Act Even if it were 
included as a tactical policy, it was a confession 
that the Government could not impose conscrip- 
tion without it. 


But it was dangerous in the same way that 
friendship was more difficult to resist than a 
policy of bullying. It was important, He said, 
not to b2 misled by disingenuous and irrelevant 
questions. 


John S. Hoyland said he had had a message 
from a man of 20 to “tell Yearly Meeting not 
to waste time in sympathizing with us con- 
scientious objectors.” John Hoyland had reason 
to believe that that absolutist’s position was 
such as shortly to land him in prison, but he 
understood that it was the man's opinion that it 
was Friends’ task to organize opposition to 
conscription throughcut this country. 


Charles Haworth, of Barnet Grove, London, 
hoped Friends would declare they would not 
rest until the repeal of the Conscription Act was 
achieved. He pointed out that if, on Saturday, 
aman did not register on the list of conscientious 
objectors, the way to resist conscription was 
closed to him. 


Dr. H. G. Wood, of Woodbrooke, Birmingham, 
suggested that Friends should enter more sym- 
pathetically than they had yet done into the 
reasons why the Government had felt obliged 
to introduce conscription and the people to 
accept it. 

(Continued on page }1) 


A Daily Event , 
at P.P.U. 
Headquarters =: 


Some of the 80,000 
copies of the “Peace 
Service Handbook” 
already sold leaving 
Peace Pledge Union 
Headquarters by mail 
van, Picture was 
taken last Friday, 
when fifteen bags 
were despatched. 

Already the first 
edition of 100,000 is 
almost exhausted, and 
another printing of 
the same size _ is 
under way. 

June 5—10 will he 
“Peace Service Hand- 
book Week” all over 
the country. Helpers 
are still required for 
the London West End 
“drive.” Groups in 
cther districts are urged to make their own 
arrangements. 

“One in every British household” is the alm 
of the PRU. What are you doing to make this 
possible? The Handbook is obtainable from the 
PPU, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, at the following 
ratcs: 

Per copy: 1d., postage id. 
Per dozen: 9d., postage Gd. 
Per 100: 6s., postage Is. 


Mile-Long 
Peace Parade 
Of Women 


The annual “Vrouwen Vredesgang,” or 
Women’s Peace Procession, took place in 
Rotterdam recently. The following account 
of it is by one of the 12,000 women who took 
part. 


* 


ON Wednesday, May 17th, Rotterdam was 
the destination of great numbers of 
women. 

Special tickets were issued by the rail- 
ways, white flowers were offered gratis by 
peace-loving florists, and long before 2.30 
p.m. a large crowd hid gathered in the 
place appointed for the start. 

At 2.30 the banners, bearing simply but 
in bold lettering the word ‘“Vrede” 
(‘‘ Peace”), were hoisted in front of each 
regional section. Talk gradually subsided 
anc. the silent walk through the streets of 
Rotterdam began—more than a mile of 
Holland’s womanhood, witnessing in silence 
for peace. 

In the streets among the many onlookers 
were an appreciable number of men, wear- 
ing a white flower in sympathy, and one 
florist’s and several houses on the route 
were decorated with white flowers. The 
procession marched to a sports field for a 
short open-air meeting, presided over by 
the chairman of the Dutch Women’s Peace 
League. 


DELEGATES FROM ABROAD 


Representatives of five other countries 
brought messages of peace, and it was pleas- 
ing to hear the British Peace Pledge Union 
delegate speak in Dutch, while our mother 
tongue also served to express the message 
of the Hungarian delegate. who was in 
national costume. 

The whole meeting sang two songs. But 
beautiful and apt as the words of song; 
and speakers were, they were, indeed as 
silver in comparison to the gold of the 
imouressive silence. 


id PEACE 


BOOKS 


Why Europe’s 
Strongholds 
ell 


By J. W. COWLING 


Fallen Bastions. By G. E. R. Gedye. Gol- 
lancz, 7s. 6d. 
"THE expulsion of Mr. Gedye from Austria 
last year provided something of a 
cause célébre, for he is a newspaper man 
of repute. 

He had to leave because his idea of re- 
porting did not tally with that of the Nazi 
authorities~and no wonder. In this book 
he has laboured under no such disability 
and his sympathies are indicated in two 
ways before one even starts to read: firstly, 
the book has been a Left Book Club 
“choice”; and secondly, he gives the game 
away in the title. 

He presents Austria and Czecho-Slovakia, 
whose fall he witnessed, as bastions against 
a “mad dog” Germany. True, he recalls 
that the dog went mad under the torment 
of the Allies after the War. 

But, he declares, “whatever the dog’s 
innocence and the fault of its tormentor, 
there was only one thing to be done to the 
dog, once it had gone mad.” Another war 
to crush German militarism? 

To return to Bastion No. 1: more than 
half of Mr. Gedye’s book is devoted to the 
development of Austria from 1927 onward. 
For some the chronicle may be too detailed, 
particularly where not-so-recent events are 
concerned. But the author’s vigorous style 
helps the reader along. 


Allies’ “ No ” to Anschluss 


Left a mere rump by the “peace” treat- 
ies, Austria’s one hope of survival was 
economic union with Germany. Again and 
again Mr. Gedye shows how Britain and 
France prevented this, before the rise of 
Hitler. They wanted Austria to be a bastion 
against a Germany which had not yet gone 
“mad.” 


For instance, just after the War, 

“before the Anschluss movement could get 
under way, the Entente stepped in and forbade 
it. The furor teutonicus must not have the gate- 
way to the East flung open to it by the absorp- 
tion of Austria. By such an acquisition of six 
and a half million subjects and all the natural 
resources of their country, Germany would in- 
deed have lost the War only to gain the peace, 
and emerge after defeat potentially far stronger 
than before. . 

“It was not to achieve such a result that the 
Entente imperialisms had left their millions of 
dead on the battleftelds and incurred such mater- 
jal costs in overcoming the dangerously com- 
Ppeting imperialism of Germany.” 

Realizing Austria’s plight, the Allies de- 
cided to help her—but for their own rea- 


sons: 

“From the date of the first League Loai and 
the Geneva Protocols of 1923, the interests of 
international finance capital had been harnessed 
behind the idea of an Austria in which full free- 
dom to exploit the masses, unhampered by the 
mild burden imposed by the social-welfare re- 
formist Socialists, should be restored to foreign 
and native capital.” / 

The result was the rise of the Clerico- 
Fascist régime of Dolfuss and Schuschnigg. 

Although support from the League 
Powers “was conditional on the way to the 
Anschluss being blocked,” the idea of the 
Anschluss persisted, so the law-abiding 
democracies had recourse to an _ inter- 
national court: 

“A definite move towards the Anschluss was 
taken when Dr. Schober and the German Foreign 
Minister Curtius startled the world by announc- 
ing on March 20, 1931, that a customs union 
would be formed between Austria and Germany. 
Britain, France, Italy, and the Little Entente de- 
clared that the proposal was a violation of the 


peace treaty, the Hague Court upheld them, and 
the scheme was dropped.” 


Legal, perhaps, but emphatically not 
wise. 


Blame for Nazi Terror 


But the Western Powers went a step fur- 
ther in the same direction when Dolfuss 
became Austria’s ruler. Through the Bank 
of International Settlement they lent him 
£9,000,000, the French insisting on the con- 
dition “that for the period of the loan, 22 


years, there should be no revival of the 
Customs-Union-with-Germany plan.” 

Twenty-two years! And six years later 
the Anschluss took place, with its accom- 
panying “terror,” described so graphically 
in this book. 

But whose is the responsibility? Does it 
ultimately rest on the “mad dog” or on 
those who drove him mad? 

Soon after came the author’s expulsion 
from Austria and his transference to 
Prague. 

Munich has already produced a surfeit 
of eye-witness accounts, and Mr. Gedye 
takes the common line that Britain be- 
trayed Bastion No. 2. 

But his comments show that, whatever 
the virtues of the Czechs themselves, their 
downfall came just because they allowed 
their country to be incorporated in the sys- 
tem constructed to keep Germany down 
after the War. 

He is quite frank about it. Czecho- 
Slovakia was “your bastion against the Ger- 
man threat to your Empire.” (This, from 2 
man who saw that competing imperialisms 
were a cause of the Great War, is dis- 
appointing.) e 


Czecho-Slovakia’s Purpose 


Hitler’s ranting against the Czechs in his 
speech of September 12 may have been a 
display of venom, but there was a basis 
for his description of the country as a 
“monstrous creation, designed by French 
chauvinists to bomb harmless German in- 
dustrial centres,” as Mr. Gedye paraphrased 
it. 


A Czech official told Mr. Gedye that: 


NEWS 


“France built our forts, France sent her 
officers here to train our boys to fight her 
battles and ours at her side.” Even on the 
low power-politics level it was a dastardly 
trick for France to desert her ally when 
the “mad dog” began to howl. But the 
alliance gave point to Hitler’s complaint. 

Mr. Gedye points to the reactionary 
tendencies of our own Government as the 
reason why it sided with Hitler, and he 
warns uS against the growth of fascism at 
home. 

But he would have us ready, it seems, to 
stand up to fascism in Germany. Since 
the “mad dog” may not heed empty threats, 
I presume he would sanction intensive war 
preparation here—just in case. And inten- 


sive war preparations here are already! 


leading us into 
fascism. 

If war came the process would be rapidly 
completed, and we should soon find that 
the brutality of the Nazis in Vienna could 
be matched here. For instance, Mr. Gedye’s 
description of one of the particularly ob- 
scene punishments meted out to Jews in 
Austria reminded me of a similar punish- 
ment which British officials delighted to 
inflict on Germans interned here during 
the War. To draw the comparison need not 
be to condone bestiality in either case. But 
it is as well to remember that war brings 
these things in its train. 


Break-Up of Old Order 


I think we can find the reason for the 
creation of the system of bastions as well 
as for the tormenting of the “mad dog,” 
and for the subsequent actions of the latter, 
in Mr. Gedye’s comment on Jew-baiting in 
the Third Reich: 

“By perverting, diverting and  canalizing 
against one group of capitalists—the Jewish—the 
universal but inchoate post-War realization that 
the whole economic system was cracking up and 
must be replaced by a more scientific and more 
equitable machine for production and distri- 
bution of profits, Nazism but gained time. The 
evil system remained.” 

If we, as a nation, turned our hands to 


the task of trying to build a better system, 
instead of wringing them in despair over 
events such as those described in this boox 
we should be doing something more likely 
to end the suffering which the “cracking 
up” of the old order is bringing to millions. 

But if we acquiesce in the Government’s 
policy of non-resistance to Fascism unless 
it threatens our own interests, or if we back 
the opposing policy of arming to the teeth 
to smash the German régime by threats 
or by actual force of arms, we are likely 
to find the events described by Mr. Gedye 
repeating themselves on an even larger 
and more disastrous scale. 


something very like 


Indian Men and 


Movements 


The Indian Scene. By Ela Sen. Allan and 
Unwin. 7s. 6d. 


"THE situation in India is exceedingly 
interesting at the present time to the 
European pacifist. 

Within the last few years the greatest 
(numerically) pacifist movement ever 
undertaken had gone through to success 
under the guidance of Mr. Gandhi. The 
struggle occupied more than fifteen years, 
and cost great suffering on the Indian side. 
At one time there were two hundred and 
fifty thousand Indian passive resisters in 
jail. Discipline was, however, preserved, 
although the great majority of the resisters 
belonged to poverty-stricken and illiterate 
sections of the population. 

So far as can be ascertained no British 
lives were lost as a result of Mr. Gandhi’s 
non-violent resistance to imperialism, even 
though the number of Indian lives sacri- 
ficed must have run into many thousands. 
In the end, as probably must always 
happen when passive resistance maintains 
its discipline and does not sink into 
violence, the movement went through to 
success. There is now in _ evidence, 
according to competent observers, a 
“honeymoon spirit” between the British 
Government and the Indian national 
movement. 

More wonderful still, in the Indian 
provinces we have now a phenomenon 
unique in history. Under the egis of a 
foreign imperialist control native Indian 
governments are putting through a far- 
reaching social revolution. 

Within the past few weeks, also, the 
method of passive resistance has been 
successfully used by Mr. Gandhi in order 


to deal with the age-old scandal of the 
corrupt and tyrannous mis-government of 
the Indian States. By means of a four 
days’ application of the Gandhi type of 
action against oppression, reforms have 
been secured which are bound to become 
a precedent for the racial improvement otf 
conditions in the States all over India, with 
their population of eighty millions. 

In face of the turmoi! and chaos in 
Europe, and of our apparent inability to 
find our way out of the evil circle cf 
violence and _  counter-violence, it is 
extremely desirable that we should make 
ourselves acquainted with contemporary 
history in India, where the method in 
which we pacifists believe has scored such 
astounding victories. To this end we must 
learn all we can about the personalities 
who are in prominence upon the stage of 
affairs in India. 

Ela Sen has written a book in which she 
deals with insight and sympathy with all 
the chief men and movements in India. 
As we study this book, we shall notice how 
the way is opening up for the building of 
a new collectivist economic order, as the 
only solution of the acute and pressing 
problems of Indian poverty. 

The average wage earned in India is only 
about isd. daily, and under such circum- 
stances (also in view of the rapid increase 
of population, which adds a city the size 
of London to India every two years) it 
rapidly becomes obvious that nothing short 
of a vast extension of cooperative institu- 
tions can prevent a gradual descent 
towards wholesale starvation. The younger 
minds amongst the Indian nationalists are 
already grappling courageously with this 
problem; and the most interesting part 
of Ela Sen’s book is probably that dealing 
with their conclusions. 


John Hoyland 


June 2, 1939 


The Primate 
on Pacifists 


“T"ROM my own experience I think the 
- number of young men who have 
conscientious objections and will endea- 
vour to sustain them will be far greater 
than was the case in the last war. There 
is a great multitude of young men of all 
classes, not the least some from the public 
schools and universities, who have been 
moved, partly as a result of the appeals of 
the Peace Pledge Union, and most of all 
by the thought of the horrors which would 
be inflicted in a future war on a mass of 
innocent men, women and children. I do 
not agree with the position of the com- 
plete pacifists, but I respect their con- 
sciences, and I am sure Parliament and 
the country will also respect them. 


“At a time when we are claiming, as 
against some other countries, that freedom 
must be honoured, it is your lordships’ 
duty fully to accept that claim. The Bill, 
) aS amended, makes a fair and even 
) generous provision for conscientious objec- 
tors, and I earnestly hope that it will be 
' administered in the spirit in which it was 
' conceived. 


e 
! “No one can look back with satisfaction 
| to the treatment of conscientious objectors 
in the last war. There will be shirkers, 
and great care will have to be exercised 
' to see that advantage is not taken of the 
provisions of the Bill. It would be ludi- 
crous, however, to regard members of the 
Peace Pledge Union and the others [have 
mentioned as shirkers.” 


The Archbishop of Canterbury in the 
House of Lords. 


Campaign Against 
Unemployment 


"THE National Association Against Unem- 

ployment will hold its inaugural meet- 
ing on June 13, at 7.15 p.m., at Kingsway 
Hall, London, W.C.2. 

Among the speakers will be Dr. Donald 
Soper, Mr. George Lansbury, MP, Rev. 
Reginald Sorensen, MP, Mr. Howard May- 
shall, Dr. C. E. M. Joad, Rev. Alex Miller, 
Father St. John B. Groser, Rev. William 
Dick, Rev. Leslie Artingstall? Miss Mary 
Hughes, Rev. Malcolm Spencer, and other 
prominent people 

At the meeting officers and committees will 
be elected and the public will have the oppor- 
tunity of hearing those who will be the leaders 
in this national campaign. 

In addition to the names quoted above the 
following have also agreed to become sponsors 
and many, it is hoped, will be able to attend the 
meeting; Rev. Percy Ineson, Dr, Alfred Salter, 
M.P., Canon Stuart Morris, Rev. Gilbert Shaw, 
Dame Sybil Thorndike, and Mr. John S. Hoyland. 


FIGHT CONSCRIPTION ! 
GREAT PROTEST MEETING 
Bermondsey Town Hall, 

June 4th. 7.30 p.m. 
Speakers: 

G. Dutch (Chair) R. Sorensen, M.P, 
Mrs, Lucy Middleton James H. Hudson 
Miss Rose Simpson W. Ballantine 
Fenner Brockway 


| THE CHRISTIAN PACIFIST POLITICAL 
MOVEMENT ~ 
THINKS THAT A 
PACIFIST WITNESS 
AT 
BY-ELECTIONS 
IS ESSENTIAL 


If you agree, write and offer your support 
to Rev. T. R. King, Hon. Secretary, 46 | 
Worcester Road, London, E.17. | 


‘PRINTING and PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 
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e 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Working of the Conscription Tribunals 
Ethel Mannin’s Autobiography 


22SU NNT EEDIUTEDOUGDIEUOOETEEUAOTHOSOOTETEUOTOSHVENTEONSUDEDEOUSQESSOUDEQDEOUOETEEOTAU EST COTU ERD STE EOETOUD OLE TEEY ADEA eT AT: 


WN several occasions in the earlier discus- 
sions around the Military Training 
Bill, members of the Government, includ- 
ing the Prime Minister, emphasized in the 
House of Commons and elsewhere the 
Government’s intention that the provisions 
of the Bill designed to deal with conscien- 
tious objection should be operated 
genuinely and fully. It was understood 
from these declarations not only that the 
temper and practice of persecution should 
be absent from the operations of the tri- 
bunals, but that, other things being equal, 
the establishment of a bona fide conscien- 
tious objection would secure for the appli- 
cant (if he desired it) the unconditional 
exemption provided by the Act. 


As a result, however, of pressure in the 
Committee stages of the Bill from Opposi- 
tion members who asked for a clearer and 
closer definition of what the Government 
meant by “work of national importance” 
the Minister of Labour, who was in charge 
of the Bill, announced that it was the Gov- 
ernment’s intention to set up a Govern- 
mental scheme of alternative service in- 
volving work of a special but “ purely 
civilian”. character. As a result, it is now 
being suggested in the press and elsewhere 
that the unconditional exemption allowed 
by the Act will, in fact, never (or hardly 
ever) be granted and that the establish- 
ment of the validity of the conscientious 
objection will result in the applicant being 
required to undertake alternative service 
under the Government’s scheme. 


It seems likely, therefore, that this new 
arrangement will definitely encourage in- 
transigence in the tribunals as far as the 
granting of unconditional exemption is 
concerned. Without arguing that the con- 
scientious objector should necessarily re- 
fuse the form of alternative service which 
the Government proposes, it does seem im- 
portant for those who are concerned about 
this aspect of the Bil! *9 recognize that the 
liberal attitudes originally called for and 
intended by the Government may be pre- 
judiced by this new arrangement. 


It is too late to alter the Bull, but it is 
not too late to secure an authoritative 
statement to the effect that the new scheme 
is not intended to qualify all the assurances 
so far given by the Government in regard 
to the full and genuine implementation of 
the provision for absolute exemption. It 
may be important, too, to make the Govern- 
ment understand that otherwise this 
scheme—far from simplifying the problem 
with which they are trying to deal—may 
well, in fact, exaggerate the difficulties 
which the Government and the tribunals 
will have to face. 


Emphasis on the Government’s form of 
alternative service, and insistence that it 
shall be accepted, will inevitably increase 
the number of those who take and stand by 
an “absolutist” position even though they 
may include many who voluntarily would 
have undertaken some form of social or 
community service or might have enlarged 
a service in which they were already 
engaged. 

GERALD BAILEY, 
Directing Secretary, 


National Peace Council. 
39 Victoria Strcet, London, S.W.1. 


Civil Rights 


It is sincerely to be hoped that before 
youths of 20 and 21 consent even to register, 
they will insist on full civic and political 
enfranchisement. Otherwise they will 
irretrievably prejudice these rights for the 


future which belongs to them. 
PERCY C. DARBY, 
Member, Oxford PPU. 
125 Iffley Road, Oxford. 


“Why Not Conscription?” 


I believe it was Nelson who said, “ Eng- 
land expects every man this day to do his 
duty.” Under the shadow of Nelson's 
monument in the Birmingham Bull Ring, 
on Sunday last, there was assembled a 
number of men and women who had 
evidently decided to do nothing for King 
and Country, in the event of war. The 
principal speaker, a young school-master, 
said he would rather be shot than help 
to kill others.- ~_ 

Yet for thousands of years we have been 
killing each other. Today, in the most 
advanced state of civilization, the world 


Conscience = 


S far as I can see, if 2 member of the 
Peace Piedge Union only has a con- 
scientious objection to war and preparation 
for war, he has no reszson whatever for 
refusing to apply for registration in the 
register of conscientious objectors. 

Much thought has been given to the 
problem of conscientious objectors and 
quite considerable concessions have been 
made. I think, therefore, that a real effort 
will be made during “peace-time” to pro- 
vide work of national importance which fs 
not in any way connected with the military 
machine or releasing other people for mili- 
tary duties. In time of war, a pacifist 
would probably be offered some kind of 
alternative service which would alleviate 
human suffering. 

Now, in both these cases, it is going to 
be very difficult for a serious conscientious 
objector to decide to refuse the alternative 
service offered. In “peace-time” the work 
he will be offered will obviously be well 
worth doing and he may well feel that by 
refusing alternative service of so innocent 
a nature he would be acting as a martyr 
for the sake of it and that that would be 
foolish. The war-time service I have men- 
tioned can be more logically refused, but, 
even there, there will be those who will 
feel the conflict between their duty to a 
suffering humanity and their loyalty to 
their pacifist convictions. 

It is obvious from what I have said that 
from the conscientious point of view alone 
it is going to be difficult to refuse every 
kind of service, especially when we re-_ 
member that the conscientious objector 
will probably already have lost his job and 
so be unable to claim that he is doing 
work of national importance. 


PTTL UCP 


and Freedom 


1 suggest that we ought to oppose con- 
scription, not only on conscientious grounds, 
but also on the ground that it is an attack 
on our freedom which we will not allow. 
In effect the Government is going to tell 
those young men between the ages of 20 
and 21 years that for six months these 
boys are to do as the Government tells 
them. We know that, if their right to do 
so is admitted, it is only a matter of time 
before we shall all be called upon to sub- 
mit to authority. And a man who submits 
meekly to authority is just as much a 
—T) as the man who wishes to impose 
t. 

Although I suppose there is no natural 
ebligation for pacifists to insist that we 
are free men and will do what we want td 
do, I am afraid that pacifists are the only 
ones at present with the spirit to do so 
and I do earnestly beg every young man 
who is at present affccted by this Act to 
insist on absolute exemption. They may be 
imprisoned for their pains, for the only 
plea they can put before a tribunal will 
be their conscientious objection. The kind 
of fight for freedom which I am advocating 
will be quite constitutional and beyond the 
power of a tribunal to judge. It will not 
be able to decide that the Act it will be 
administering is incompatible with free- 
dom. 


It follows, of course, that if we believe 
the Government has no right whatsoever to 
order us to do six months’ training of any 
kind we cannot recognize the Act and will 
be unable to register in the register of 
conscientious objectors. 

A. F. CLARKE. 

117 Hambolt Road, London, S.W.4. 


ULE 
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has yet seen we have not yet discovered 
a solution for war. 

That we are living in the freest country 
in the world cannot be denied. Under the 


Hitler or Mussolini regime, the: leaders of » 


this movement would have faced a firing 
squad—its dupes a concentration camp. 

I, myself, have three sons, two of them 
come under the word “ conscript,” but they 
have avoided that by “joining up.” I am 
pleased as a father to think that at least 
two of them recognize that citizenship 
demands some little sacrifice. 

I still believe that to perpetuate free- 
dom as we know it we have to he pre- 
pared. Any small body of men who 
decide that they will have nothing to do 
with King and Country in the event of 
war, are enjoying the freedom, liberty, 
and other things provided for them, by 
those who make sacrifices. 

A few high-sounding platitudes, a few 
smug and pious prayers on the sanctity cf 
life itself, won’t avail us. 

War is brutal—any idiot knows that— 
and no sane man wants it. But until the 
happy time arrives, when the horrors of 
war shall be forgotten, we must prepare 
to fight to the finish. We must all make 
sacrifices—even ‘ conchies.” 

Finally, to prevent war you must change 
“human nature” itself, amongst all 


/nations, a Utopian idea. 
f G 


EO. H. WALKERDENE. 
Kent Street, Birmingham, 5. Wo pt 
Moral Freedom 

As Peace News reports, the News 
Chronicle, in announcing the proposal to 
set up labour camps for pacifists, declared 
that “only in very exceptional circum- 
stances will any conscientious objector be 
tetally exempted from military or other 
national service.” Now, in announcing the 
instructions for registration, the same 
paper sees fit to omit all reference to the 
provision that pacifists are entitled to un- 
conditional exemption, although Mr. 
Chamberlain’s statements to Parliament 
and the Free Churches made it clear that 
“absolutists” appearing before the tri- 
bunals will not be penalized. 

These conflicting declarations, the publi- 
cation in Peace News of extracts from 
Graham's Conscription and Conscience, and 
the fact that most members of the Friends’ 
Ambulance Unit refused to accept exemp- 
tion on condition that they continued their 
ambulance work, which they had under- 
taken voluntarily, have led me to recon- 
sider the problem. In my opinion, one 
should, whenever possible, undertake 
voluntarily some social service just before 
one is required to register (thus rebutting 


the charge of “slacker ”); then write to the 
Employment Exchange and simply inform 
the authorities that one refuses to register, 
“on grounds of moral freedomg as one 
ives puts it (again rebutting the charge 
of cowardice). 

I am sure that Graham's book would be 
extremely helpful to all pacifists, so I urge 
them to request its reprint from Messrs. 
Allen and Unwin, who inform me that, 
priced at 5s. 4,000 copies must be sold. 
Surely there are at least that number of 


PPU members prepared to buy it? 
Cambridge. A PACIFIST. 


War-time Experience 

Before the Great War I was a keen 
Church worker and Sunday School teacher. 
When war broke out I continued to hold 
the same view, namely, that all military 
warfare was contrary to the life and teach- 
ing of Jesus Christ, at all times, and in all 
circumstances. The clergy denounced such 
men as myself as cowards and shirkers. 
An Act of Parliament was passed, declaring 
that “ Absolute exemption may be granted 
to the sincere conscientious objector who 
could not accept any alternative.” 

The tribunal acknowledged me to be 
genuine and granted me non-combatant ser- 
vice. I refused to accept it at the tribunal, 
and asked for absolute exemption, which 
they refused to grant. My appeal tribunal 
upheld the decision of the local tribunal. 
I refused to put on the uniform, was court- 
martialled and sent to prison with hard 
labour. The Government kept me here 
until April, 1919. I came out as free a man 
as when I went in. The military were 
defeated, and Christ in me won. 

To the young men who hold similar views 
to mine lL testify that Christ Jesus will 
supply you with all your needs. Be strong 
and of a good courage. 

WILLIAM WELLS. 

East Hoathly, 

Lewes, Sussex. 


Pacifist Service Corps 


Who, in Kensington, is interested in helping 
to form a Training Group of the Pacifist Service 
Corps? I am 17 and felt the need during the 
crisis of some non-military service which could 
be given as an alternative when faced with 
conscription, and which would continue in peace 
time. I expect there are others similarly placed 
who feel this way too. 

Mr. Harry Hunt, the secretary of the Pacifist 
Service Corps, has been kind enough to give me 
all the help and information he can about the 
formation of a local group. Although I myself 
will not be free, owing to exams., to undertake 
any active service until August, there may be 
some ready and willing to make a start now. 
If so, I should be glad if they would help by 
getting in touch with me. 

BRIAN CUMMINGS. 

59a Abingdon Villas, Kensington, W.8. 


| common justice I must ask you to give 

publicity to the fact that the three 
volumes published under my name, and iw 
which Andrew Stewart refers in his re- 
view of my book, Privileged Spectator, 
(Peace News, May 19), are not books my me, 
inasmuch as they were written as tup- 
penny novelettes to plots supplied me, 
and are not my titles. 

Unfortunately (as I have explained in 
Privileged Spectator) in youthful ignorance 
I sold the copyrights of these stories out- 
right and was horrified to find them being 
reissued in book form some ten years and 
more later. Many reputable booksellers and 
libraries refused to stock them when they 
knew the facts, and reviewers did not re- 
view them. 

If Mr. Stewart read my book when he 
reviewed it he also is acquainted with the 
facts, and his reference to them is highly 
misleading. It is not a question of him or 
of anyone accepting my “judgment” on 
these volumes presented against my wishes 
as books by me, but of accepting the deplor- 
able facts which account for their embar- 
rassing existence. I have suffered, and con- 
tinue to suffer, very much from the issue 
in volume form of these stories written 
to order in my ’teens as tuppenny novel- 
ettes, and from which I do not make a 
penny (indeed the firm of publishers who 
bought them up from the original pur- 
chasers of them paid for them more than 
twice the amount I was ever paid for writ- 
ing them) and I am very much astonished 
that Mr. Stewart should see fit to add to 
this nuisance by so misleading a reference. 

I must also point out that the book is 
“my own unaided work,” and there are no 
“intermissions,” light or otherwise, by my 
husband, Reginald Reynolds, as Mr. 
Stewart very surprisingly states. 

What Pacifism Means to Me, the pamph- 
let Mr. Stewart suggests I should write, is 
set forth {n Privileged Spectator at some 
length. 

Does anyone ever read an-autobiographi- 
cal book unless they are interested in the 
author? But that is by the way; I am con- 
cerned with your correction of Mr. 
Stewart’s misleading statements, and as 
one who has served Peace News from time 
to time to the best of my ability, 1 now 
ask the courtesy of your columns for this 
purpose. . 

Mr. Stewart’s statement that the bulk of 
the book is concerned with a record of 
journeys made, rooms lived in, &c., is mis- 
leading, but I am content to confine myself 
to the above specific points. 


ETHEL MANNIN. 


Andrew Stewart replies: 


Miss Mannin accuses me of making three mis- 
leading statements: my references to (1) her 
early novelettes; (2) the “intermissions” by Mr. 
Reynolds; and (3) the bulk of the book being 
simply a record of journeys made, rooms lived 
in, meals eaten, &c. 

1. I was well aware. having read the book 
from cover to cover, of the circumstances sur- 
rounding the writing and the publication of the 
novelettes. While to detail them seemed irrele- 
vant to the review as a whole, parenthetical 
reference to them at least was called for in 
view of my sweeping assertion that “of all her 
works” Privileged Spectator would “least gratify 
her wide public.” Whether they can be con- 
sidered “works” of Miss Mannin at all is debat- 
able I think she cannot wholly disctnim re- 
sponsibility for them. After all, one would never 
dream of denying to Shakespeare the authorship 
of his plays despite the fact that the plots were 
borrowed! I shall be happy if Miss Mannin 
derives comfort from the publication of her 
summary of the circumstances, and from the 
reflection that she is not alone among writers in 
deploring the survival of her immature literary 
efforts. I regret to have helped, even incident- 
ally, to deny them that obscurity which evidently 
they richly merit. 

2 If I suggested that what I called “Inter- 
missions” by Mr. Reynolds were written contri- 
butions by him, I must express my unqualified 
regret. That was certainly not my intention: it 
would have been untrue. The “intermissions” 
referred to are Mr. Reynold’s contributions to 
several conversations reported in the book. 

3 My assertion that the bulk of the book 
consists of trivialia of the kind partly listed 
above still stands’ It would have been mislead- 
ing of me to have given the potential reader any 
other impression. 

Miss Mannin spurns my suggestion that she 
should “shake the wheat from the chaff and 
condense it into a pamphlet with What Pacifism 
Means To Me, or something equally suitable, for 
a title.’ She says that this is already “set forth 
in Privileged Spectator at some length.” Some 
is the word. There is all the difference in the 
world between a pamphlet of the type I sug- 
gested and the protracted volume that is 
Privileged Spectator. 
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PPU Page PEACE 


JOHN BARCLAY writes from Room 13: 


THIS 
FREEDOM! 


HORILY after.yvou read these lines the 
first step will have been taken to im- 
pose a form of fascism upon this country. 


remain free men and help to set others 
free. 

We must get the Act repealed. By 
arousing the general public and by spread- 
ing the necessary information it can be 
done. 

* 

Already Wales has led the way by a 
great meeting in Carnarvon last Saturday, 
when 10,000 demonstrated in what must be 


The Conscription Act will have begun its one of the finest meetings of its kind yet 
work of turning us into a totalitarian State. pelg. 


Of course, it is being done in order to 


Wales is alive to the peril and deter- 


keep us free, and who are we that we mined to see a united public opinion 


should set ourselves up against such a 
move? 


But from this day and hour the Peace 


Pledge Union Lecomes the only available 
organization capable of resisting the step 


opposed to conscription—opposed, that is, 
to war and slavery. Welsh people have 
imagination and courage and will be 
backed by the Irish, Scots, and English in 
increasing numbers. 


and within which men and women who be- Every group of the PPU has its oppor- 
lieve in freedom can unite. For surely it tunity now. 

is only by the power of non-violence and * 

by methods of peace-making that we can 


The Notice 
Board 


{tems must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 


Liverpool.—On Thursday, June 8, at 7.45 p.m., 
in Friends’ Meeting House, Hunter Street, to 
discuss anti-conscription procession on June | 


Next week will see the national week of 
selling the Peace Service Handbook, of 
which 80,000 have already been sold and a 
second edition of another 100,000 ordered. 
All over the country councils are being set 
up to advise those called up under the Act 
and a Central Council is ready to advise 
and co-ordinate them. 

Make no mistake about it, the peace 
movement has taken the initiative and will 
give a lead in the coming months. Inspired 
by the work now being 
done, and deserted by its 
own leaders, the Labour 
Party rank-and-file will 
see in this a new hope 


The Group 
Secretary's 
Weekly 

Notes 


Poster Parades 


Liverpool.—Anti-conscription procession with 
posters on Saturday, June 10. Start at 3 p.m. and again a new home. 
from Islington Square. ane : 2 

Parades from Dick Sheppard House on Satur- ce operators, and eae) 
day evenings discontinued until further notice. sally the Women's Co-operative Guilds, wil 

“Peace News” Sellers Wanted rally behind us if we dare to go forward 

Fridays and Saturdays; also assist on Market along the only road which leads to the 
“ Peace Stall” support No Conscription League’s | Co-operative Commonwealth. 
meetings on sands, 8 p.m., Sundays.—Peace News Nineteen-thirty-nine is going to see the 
information from A. G. Sparkes, 9 Malvern | beginning of a new united front. 

Terrace, Brynmill, Swansea. 

Sellers wanted every Sunday in connexion ke 
with Hyde Park stand Full particulars from D : 

Hill, 127 Uxbridge Road. London W.12 Summer Conference: May I remind you 


Sparkhill and Sparkbrook.—Members here | to send in your application forms for places 


yee care Wiitaitonald acumen at the Harrogate conference. If you have 


Bushmore Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, 28. |not already had your form, send for one 
now before it is too late. 
Miscellaneous Dates: July 29 to August 8. 

Sunday, June 4, Cardiff District: Members and| Cost: 80s. for 10 days; 37s. 6d. per week. 
others interested invited to join r§4mble; meet | (Campers welcomed.) 
Gabalfa traffic lights (corner of Western 
Avenue), tL a.m. Bring lunch. Tea arranged. 

Will anyone able to read Bulgarian, and who 
has a little time to spare to look through Bul- 
garian newspapers, kindly communicate with 
the War Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex? 

Chorley Wood.—Will any members in this dis- 


trict please write to S. W. Randolph, 56 The ~~. lton 
Main Way, Chorley Wood, as a group is being OCAL fascists asked to meet the Alto 


formed here? PPU and did so_ last week, = Tan 
Will anyone able to offer even temporary | McLean, the British Union Hast Manis 
hospitality for children who are already in this!Organizer, dealt with the attitude of 
country communicate with the War Resisters’| fascists toward peace, and pacifists found 
International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield. Middle- | tyat they could agree with much of what 
sex? There is no question of a guarantee being eweaia 
given. x : " } 
. : h resent situation was largely 
ee eieae a ae eS re ae Aberdarg d eae Ses Treaty; that Germany must 
district please write to Miss Edith Cullingworth, ue : that Britain had never 
“Fairfield” Educational Settlement, Aberdare. | be allowed to expand; that Brital Road 
It is hoped to form groups in surrounding really disarmed and other points. to be hear 
villages from pacifist platforms. The British Union, he 
“Will all youths in Devon in addition to those| said. would not fight for another country, but 
whose names have already been received asjWould for Britain if actually oe They 
opposing Military Service please get into touch favoured a strong economic British tae og 
with E. C. Maddax, Dick Sheppard Centre, 47 | They did not believe in refugees coming to this 
East Street. Newton Abbot. immediately. | country and adding to the unemployment, and 
Sheffield.—The Peace News Regional Con- |favoured a national home for the Jews. 
ference, tixed fe" June 10, will be held in the For the pacifists, the Rev. Martin Tupper 
~ Dick Sheppard” Centre, 23 Change Alley, at | (Albury, Guildford) stressed that pacifism was 
3 pm a faith, and though they could agree with much 
Votunteers wanted to poster parade or sell} that the British Union speaker had said, there 
“Peace News” on June 3. at upen-air meeting.; was one fundamental difference. The pacifist 
Tonbridge. Also volunteers to help run Peace} did not believe in force and would not fight in 
Book Shop. June 3 to 9. Write: Peo bridve | any, circumstances. That was where they 
Secretary. 20 Barden Park Road, Tonbridge,! parted company. . , 
Kent PPU members had cause for congratulation in 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
and the CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 


A Meeting arranged by the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 


Will be held in the KINGSWAY HALL on WEDNESDAY, JUNE I4 
at 7.30 p.m. 


Speakers : 


MISS MARY GAMBLE 

THE RT. HON. GEORGE LANSBURY, M.P. 
THE REV. STUART D. MORRIS 

THE REV. P. D. ROBINS 


Ten-minute speeches by :— ADMISSION FREE 
THE REV. K. G. BUDD, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Upper Tooting RESERVED SEATS \/- 
THE REY. C. G. HOLLAND, Vicar of Ewell, Surrey Se be seche , from 
THE REV. B. C. HOPSON, Vicar of Cockfosters, Barnet el pa Dept ae NL 


Holy Cross Vicarage, 47 
THE REV. K. RAWLINGS, Rector of St. Michael's, Lewes Argyle Square, W.C.1. 


Chairman: The Most Hon. The Marquis of Tavistock 
ALL ANGLICAN PACIFISTS SHOULD JOIN THIS FELLOWSHIP 


NEWS = 
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Under the Oak Tree 


AFTER THE ; 


“EXODUS 
STW By Theo Wills suf 


BAsQue HOUSE now carries on with a 

sadly reduced family. 
dormitories are closed. 
dining-room tables are folded up and put 
aside. Sefiorita Berta has taken Rafaela’s 
place as cook, 

At the time of writing we have not yet heard 
from the children who have gone back. It is a 
little early yet. In the meantime, we wait their 
news not too easy in mind. We have, in effect, 
handed them over to the slaughterers of their 
kin. 

They will stand a chance, of course. Never- 
theless, we who dutifully obeyed instructions 
and labelled and dispatched them for Spain ask 
ourselves if it wouldn’t have been more decent 
to put our telescopes, though futile the gesture, 
more determinedly to our blind eyes. 

= a s 
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Some of the children’s final ruses were touch- 
ing. Two children who were fonder of singing 
the Internationale than of anything to do with 
the Church, got little crosses to hang round 
their necks to propitiate the Catholic power. 
Little medallions of the saints were prominent. 
One passed out through the carriage window at 
the last moment a crimson blazer which she 
feared might be taken for communism. 

They vowed to maintain the friendship they 
had made with each other at Basque House, and 
often to remember the times they had had here. 

Although four members of our travelling 

concert troupe went with them, we are none the 
worse off artistically. Four understudies have 
taken their places, and the troupe is as strong 
as ever. In singing it is stronger. 
_ At Gravesend on May 24, at a large and 
important dance organized by the local Refugee 
Committee, they gave some of their items as a 
“cabaret” during the “band’s rest.” Though 
this was a new type of experience for them, they 
completely won their audience. 

On the 25th we gave a full programme at 
Holy Trinity Church, Tooting, in a _ concert 


organized for us by the local PPU group and | 


the Rev. Kenneth Budd. Again we found our- 
selves surrounded by enthusiastic friends. 
* . = 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 


Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


that they overwhelmingly swamped the fascists 
in numbers at the meeting, despite the fact that 
the British Union had _ also circularized 
members. 


Tonbridge Peace Week 


COMMENCING tomorrow (Saturday) a 

Peace Week has been arranged by the 
Tonbridge group. It will include a Peace 
Book Shop at 153 High Street. 

The activities tomorrow will commence with a 
poster parade whien will be followed by an 
open-air mecting at Medway Wharf Road 
addressed by John Barclay and the Rev. B. G, 
Medd. 

On Sunday morning Canon Morris will preach 
at the Parish Church, and in the evening at the 
Methodist Church. He will also address a meet- 
ing in the Victoria Hall (adjoining the Methodist 
Church) at 8.15 p.m. 

A meeting in co-operation with the Sevenoaks 
group will be held on Thursday, and the Seven- 
oaks group will be holding a Garden Party on 
the Tuesday. On Wednesday the Rev. Paul 
Gliddon will address an evening meeting on 
behalf of the FoR. 

Three weeks ago an anti-conscription demon- 
stration was carried out by the Tonbridge group 
consisting of a poster parade and an open-air 
meeting. The demonstration was organized in 
co-operation with the Tonbridge Labour Party, 
FoR, Tunbridge Wells Communist Party, the 
Society of Friends and the local ILP, and was 
a great success. 


West Kent Mass Sellings 


THE second of a series of mass Peace News 
4 sellings organized by the West Kent 
Region was held at Chatham a fortnight 
ago when volunteers succeeded in selling 
forty conies. 
In the evening an open-air meeting was 
arranged in conjunction with the selling, and an 
interested audience listened for nearly two hours. 


Activity in Stockport 
ROUPS in the Stockport district are 
meeting regularly for study and dis- 
cussion and propaganda work is going for- 
ward. A series of open-air meetings has 
been arranged and Peace News is sold each 
week in the streets. 

Interest and help is being given to a German 
Jewish Refugee Hostel which has been opened 
in the district of Heaton Norris. Members from 
cne group took the boys for a ramble. 

Help is being given to the China relief work, 
and parties of workers are making bandages and 
knitting blankets. 

A mass selling of the Peace Service Handbook 
has been arranged to take place in the streets 
of Stockport on June 24. 
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“Mock Trials ” 


NUMBER of “mock trials” is being 

arranged by groups of pacifists to 
demonstrate the methods and procedure by 
which those refusing military service are 
judged. 
~ Any group which is thinking of staging 
one of these trials or which would like 
help or advice should write immediately to 
Mr. Flowerdew, 39 Deans Croft Avenue, 
Kingsbury, N.W.9. Mr. Flowerdew is pre- 
pared to stage a trial in any part of 
London with or without the co-operation 
of local members of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 


Furniture Wanted for New 
Dick Sheppard Centre 


Can you help the new Dick Sheppard 
Centre? It will shortly be opened at 158 
Queens Road, Peckham, where six members 
will live on the premises. 

The house is a large one and is on the 
main road between New Cross Gate and 
Peckham High Street. A notice board will 
be erected in the front garden. 

If any of the following are among your 
“white elephants” please advise Doris 
Cooper, 1 Danby Street, S.E.15: dining- 
room table: settees; carpets, rugs, &c.; 
chairs; occasional tables; clock; mirror. 


Refugee Play at London Group 
Leaders’ Meeting 


The meeting of London PPU group leaders 
on Tuesday evening at the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King's Weigh House, Thomas 
Street, W.1, will be followed at about 9.30 p.m. 
by a short play, This is the Gate, which will be 
performed by the Guildhouse Fellowship. 

This is a refugee piay and group leaders are 
invited to take one other member with them. 


Southhome Plans for Future 

T a recent meeting of the Southhome group 

it was decided to meet either weekly or 
every two weeks for study circles, and once a 
month to hold a public meeting. 

Thanking members for their support in the 
past, the secretary appeals to them to help (1) to 
increase the membership; (2) to increase the sale 
of Peace News; (3) to attend meetings regularly: 
(4) to assist the secretary to get into touch with 
organizations for addresses, debates, &c., in order 
to push propaganda in the district. 


What the Groups are Doing 


An increase in membership has been reported 
and it is possible that a new group may be 
formed in the near future. Arrangements are 
well in hand for a ljarge public meeting in 
November to be addressed by Mr. George 
Lansbury. 


Prestwick Starts Open-Air Meetings 


ESPITE unfavourable weather, over 150 
people gathered at the first of a series 
of open-air meetings held by Prestwich 
groun, 
Mr. Gavin Wamock urged a_ constructive 
effort for peace, and spoke also on conscription. 
Mr. Stone, the second speaker, dealt with the 
causes of Nazism, and showed the need to 
eradicate selfishness within and between nations. 
Pacifists are called idealists," he said. “ But 


history shows that the idealist has been right 
every time.” 


66 L = os 
The Warning ” in Wolverhampton 
P)URING the showing of the ARP film, 
The Warning, in Wolverhampton, 
4,000 leaflets with the same title were given 

away outside cinemas. 
The Wolverhampton branch asks Peace News 
to express its thanks to all the members who 
took part in this work, often during bad weather. 


West Yorkshire House Party 
HE West Yorkshire Federation held their 
annual house-party recently at a Holiday 
Fellowship Guest House in the lovely Yorkshire 
dale between Bell Busk and Malham. 

Two very interesting lectures were given by 
Wilfred Wellock on “The Course and Ultimate 
Outcome of Dictatorship.” 

Over fifty members, with youth predominating, 
had a thoroughly helpful and enjoyable time, 
“felowship” being the keynote of a packed 
weekend which, in addition to the lectures and a 
discourse on Ibsen's play, An Enemy of Society, 
given by Robert R. Brown, included a motor 
coach trip, rambles, dancing, and a = social 
evening. 


Newcastle Monthly Meeting 


“ f*ONSCRIPTION—our attitude toward it and 
7 \ what we are doing about it,” was the sub- 
ject of the last monthly meeting of the New- 
castle and District Branch. About 150 members 
and friends were present. 

Mr. John Morley, a past secretary of the No- 
Conscription Fellowship, emphasized the point 
that a true conscientious objector must keep as 
free as possible from compromise with those 
responsible for the war machine. 

Dr. Arthur Raistrick, a professor at King’s 
College, Newcastle, advocated a refusal to take 
advantage of the conscience clause. in the 
Military Training Bill by abstaining from regis- 
tration. 
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Events 
As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s addrcss)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Rev. Pau) Gliddon on “The Sin of War”; PPU. 
BEXLEYHEATH; 8 p.m. Methodist Church 
Hall, Church® Road, Broadway; entertainment in 
aid of Basque children; 6d. and ls. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
LIVERPOOL; 3 p.m. Picton Hall; convention; 
James H. Hudson (chairman), Canon Stuart 
Morris, Mrs. Eleanor Barton, Wilfred Wellock 
and prominent local supporters; Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group; tickets (1s.) from M. M. Shearer, 
44 Oxford Road. Bootle, Liverpool 20 

WESTMINSTER, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. Caxton Hall; 
Mock Tribunals; A. Fenner Brockway, Rev. 
Douglas Prichard, J. Allen Skinner, Reginald 
Reynolds, &c. Central London Region; PPU. 


Sunday, June 4 
HYDE PARK; open-air meeting; Miss Sybil 
Morrison; PPU.' Details from D. Hill, 127 Ux- 
bridge Road, London, W.12. 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES; 10.30 a.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House, Northfield End; One-day Con- 
ference on “ Pacifism and Imperialism”, Harold 
Bing and Reginald A. Robson (chairman); PPU. 
BERMONDSEY; 10.30 a.m. and 2.30 pm. Town 
Hall, Spa Road; National Convention against 
Conscription; particulars from No Conscription 
League, 60b Fort Road, Bermondsey, S.E.1. 
SANDERSTEAD; 4.15 p.m. Congregational 
Church; Youth Conference on “Conscription”; 
PPU. 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE; 6.30 p.m. Byker 
Presbyterian Church, Bordon Road, Newcastle, 
6; special service for pacifists; Rev. Lewis Mac- 
Lachlan; FoR. Open-air meeting to follow; PPU. 
BERMONDSEY; 7.30 p.m. Town Hall, Spa Road; 
Demonstration against Conscription; W. Ballan- 
tine, Mrs Lucy Middleton, Rev. Reginald 
Sorensen, Fenner Brockway and James H. 
Hudson: No Conscription League. 
PINNER; 7.30 p.m. War Memorial; open-air 
meeting (first of weekly series); John Barclay; 


_ PPU. 


Monday, June 5 
CANNING TOWN; 8 pm. Barking Road 
Methodist Church; Cecil H. Wilson and Rev. C. 
Paul Gliddon on “Christ and Peace”; FoR. 


‘Forthcoming [10,000 Welshmen Demonstrate, 


| Against Conscription 


Continued from Page 7 


Douglas J. J. Owen, who said he had just 
come from Manchester, where he had been 
receiving young men who went to him for help 
in the proplem of conscription, pointed out that, 
in principle, not only men aged 20, but every 
man and woman in the country was conscripts. 


Purpose of Conscience Clause 

Philip Radley said that Friends believed 
there was a better way of life than the 
military way. The introduction of con- 
scription was only one further inroad into 
that way of life. 

Roger Wilscn said that some people talked as 
if the idea of community service had only arisen 
with the introduction of conscription. It was 
begun nine months ago, before there was any 
question of conscription. 

A Friend who pointed out that the conscience 
clause was put into the Act in order to help its 
smooth working, illustrated his point by declar- 
ing that Sir Arnold Wilson, MP (whom he 
described as the “uncle” of the Act), together 
with Sir Edward Grigg, MP (whom he had 
met in deputation) would have gone much 
further in the direction of removing objections 
to service than the Act goes. The conscience 
clause was a most subtle way of overcoming 
opposition. > 


Co-ordinating the Revolt 


In many places joint action by those 
opposing conscription is having a good 
effect. 


Co-operators 
to Work for 
Repeal 


A RESOLUTION opposing the Mili- 

tary Training Act, and pledging ° 
itself to work for repeal at the first 
opportunity, was passed unanimously 


at the congress of the Co-operative 
Union on Tuesday. 


The resolution was submitted by 
the Union's national authority. 


and mention was made of anti-pacifist articles 
in the “tabloid” press. 

Mr. A. Tavener, who presided, said that he 
thought there were a number of young men 
affected by conscription who would be registered 
on the Military Training Register because they 
did not fully understand to what rights they 
were entitled, 

The meeting discussed the. question of hand- 
ing leaflets, containing the extracts from the 
Bill reterring to COs, to young men on the way 
to the Employment Exchange tomorrow, and 
questions on the lines of those likely to be asked 
by tribunals were put to members immediately 
atfected by the Bill. 

An advisory bureau has been set up in the 
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[ ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
FERRING-BY-SEA, Worthing. — Furnished 
Bungalow to let, 3 bedrooms, garage. One mile 
sea (bus). Apply Gladwell, 57 Kingsway, Ewell, 
Surrey. Phone: 2307. 


i MEETINGS, &c. | 


SUMMER SCHOOL at “Hillside,” Farncombe, 
in Surrey Hills, July 22-29. Lectures on Personal 
and General Psychology by Milton Powell, well- 
known psychological‘ lecturer and author, also 
Natural Movement teaching by Miss Grace Guy. 
Social evenings, excursions, &c. Moderate 
charge, write for programme. 


| PERSONAL | 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST wishes to meet others 
with view cycling holiday, July. Dorothea 


| Harding, 98 Middle Lane, N.8. 


HOSPITALITY REQUIRED for refugee 
family, man (blind), wife and child (aged 4). 
As long a period as possible, preferably North 
London but not essential. Period during sum- 
mer at sea-side particularly appreciated. Intel- 
lJectual, highly gifted and charming family, 
especially recommended.—W.R.I., 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 


YOUNG MARRIED WOMAN (PPU), edu- 
cated and capable, would give services and com- 
panionship in return for home for self and two- 


A letter addressed to those of conscript age, 
or approaching it, “who are perplexed by the 
difficult decisions confronting them,” and signed 
by leading men and women in the North-East, 
appeared in the Newcastle Journal, Novth Mail, 
and Northern Echo, 

The letter assured such young men of “sym- 
pathetic discussion * if they communicated with 
any of the signatcries directly or through 
Thomas W. Large, 13 Mundella Terrace, Heaton, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 6. The signatories were 
almost all members of the Peace Pledge Union, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Methodist Peace 
Fellowship, or Society of Friends Peace Com- 
mittee, and they are forming a Pacifist Advisory 
Bureau. 

* e e 

A co-ordinating ccmmittee, representing all 
‘Bristol pacifist societies, has established a 
bureau for conscientious objectors at Quaker 
Friars, Broadweir, Bristol. 

Tne bureau is open each night from 6.30 to 
9.30 p.m. (Saturdays and Sundays excepted), 


BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m. All Saint’s Parish Hall, | when someone is in attendance to give informa- 
Tranquil Vale; Sybil Morrison and others; PPU|tion and guidance to those coming within the 


debate with Left Book Club. 

Tuesday, June 6 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. open-air meeting; Kay 
Jones and John Barclay; City PPU group. 


LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10—-1 p.m. Peace Book 


Centre, 13 Paternoster Row; Canon Stuart Morris ! 


on “Conscription”; City PPU Group. 
WALLSEND-ON-TYNE; 7.30 p.m. Brunswick 
Methodist Church (Middle Vestry); “The Christ- 
ian Attitude to War”; Kenneth H. Bolam and 
Thomas W. Large; PPU. 

LUNDON, W.1; 7.45 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memo- 
rial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas Street, 
Oxford Street; London group leaders’ meeting 
followed by short play, “This is the Gate,” by 
Arlett, performed by Guildhouse Fellowship. 


Wednesday, June 7 
PECKHAM; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Highshore Road; David Spreckley on “Construc- 
tive Peace-making”; PPU. 


Thursday, June 8 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10—2 p.m. Peace Book Centre, 
13 Paternoster Row; Dorris Steynor on ,"Pales- 
tine”; City PPU Group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 6—8 p.m. Peace Book Centre, 
13 Paternoster Row; J. Leon on “Why I am a 
Fascist”; City PPU Group. 
CLYDACH, Swansea; 7.30 p.m. Calfaria Church; 
Miss Rosalind Bevan and Dd. Ll. Thomas (chair- 
man); PPU. 
BRISTOL; 7.30 p.m. St. Leonard’s Church, Red- 
field; Harold Bing, Chris. Lewis, Rev. C. Savidge 
and Rev. Page Wood; Pacifist Co-ordinating 
Committee and No Conscription League. 
BRISTOL; 7.30 p.m. Tyndall Baptist Church; 
Rev. F. C. Bryan, Rev. John Gibbs, and others; 
Friends Peace Committee. 
GUILDFORD; 8 f£.m. Congregational Hall, 
North Street; Carl Heath, Miss Sybil Morrison 
and Gerald Bailey (chairman); Society of 
Friends and PPU. 


Friday, June 9 
WESTMINSTER; 5.15 p.m. Caxton Hall; meeting 
to welcome Agatha Harrison back from India; 
chairman, Viscount Sankey; Liaison Group cf 
British Women’s Societies co-operating with the 
All India Women’s Conference; applications for 
reserved seats (1s.) to Mrs. Lankester, 62 Plough 
Lane, Purley. 

SUNDERLAND; 7.30 p.m. Elim Church, Bedford 
Street; Rev. C. E. Goshawk on “War and the 
Christian Ethic”; PPU. 

WAREHNAM; 8 p.m. Town Hall; Councillor C. H. 
Whitlow, J.P., of Glastonbury; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Maud Rowntree on “The Pacifism of a CO's 
Wife”; PPU. 


Saturday, June 10 Pp 
WOODFORD GREEN; 7 p.m. open-air meeting 
(near Men's Club); Andrew Stewart and S. S. 
Hart; PPU. 


Sunday, June 11 
CLEVELEYS; 3 p.m. Savoy Cinema, Victoria 


Road; Wilfred Wellock, Canon Stuart Morris and 


_ MANCHESTER; 


J. Moores (chairman); PPU. 

FLEETWOOD; 8.15-p.m. Mount Road Methodist 

Church; Wilfred Wellock, Canon Stuart Morris 

and A. C. Frith (chairman); PPU. 

8.15 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
ouse, Mount Street; Miss Naomi Jacob and 

Andrew Stewart; PPU. 
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scope of the Military Training Act. 

The» ureau hopes to serve those who are 
epposed to conscription for any reason, both 
before and after their appearance before tri- 
bunals, and would be glad to help those in 
surrounding districts. A series of monthly meet- 
ings for mutual help and encouragement is being 
held on these premises, commencing on Friday, 
June 16. 

Th closest co-operstion is being maintained 
with the Bristol branch of the No Conscription 
League and several joint public meetings are 
planned. 

& s 

In London, the East End Pacifist Council has 
appointed a small sub-committee to get in touch 
with other organizations concerned, and with the 
Central Advisory Bureau. The Council will try 
either to give help direct to any man who needs 
advice, or to put him in touch with others in 
the locality who could give better help. 

Comraunications on the subject should be sent 
to J. E. Hoare, 293 The Highway, Shadwell, E.1. 


Town's Meeting Protests 


A Town’s Meeting, called by the Mayor 
and Council, to “ protest against the Mili- 
tary Training Act and demand its repeal” 
was held in Fulham Town Hall recently. 

Speakers included the Mayors of Fulham 
and Southwark, a youth of twenty, Dr. 
Edith Summerskill, MP for West Fulham, 
the prospective Labour candidate for East 
Fulham, Mr. Alex Gossip, and representa- 
tives of the Labour Group on the Council, 
the Women's Co-operative Guild, Commu- 
nist Party, and the National Unemployed 
Workers’ Movement. 


A resolution opposing conscription was 
carried unanimously. 


P.P.U. Activity 

Groups of the Peace Pledge Union con- 
tinue to play a leading part in the move- 
ment against conscription, 

Two ex-Service members of the Haslemere 
PPU hope to picket the local Labour Exchange 
on Saturday, when men of 20-21 attend to 
register for conscription. They will be there to 
offer assistance to any who may be objecting to 
the Military Training Bill. 

Earlier in the week 800 leatlets were circulated 
drawing attention to the fact that the local PPU 
would help any standing out against conscrip- 
tion. An advertisement to the same effect was 
inserted in the local paper. 

* _ 


A resolution expressing ‘“ wholechearted opposi- 
tion to conscription” and pledging support, 
moral and financial, “for those young men of 
the Borough of Finchley who refuse conscription 
on conscientious grounds,” was carried at a 
meeting held by Finchley PPU group. 

* 

Caustic comments were made at last Thurs- 
day's meeting of the Northampton PPU group 
on the way in which the “ popular” press had 
treated pacifists. 

One complaint was that very little publicity 
had been given to the’ rights ‘of’ conscientious 
obiectors provided in the Military Training Bill, 


Friends’ 
London, 
Conscription, 1939, by Carl Heath. 
a Quaker view, and quoted Friends’ statements 
concerning conscription in 1916 and 1939. 
priced at ld. 


and Their Parents,” by Richard Bland, which 
originally appeared in the Nelson Leader, has 
been reprinted as a leaflet by the Peace Pledge 
Union. 


a sermon preached recently by the Rev. Wallis 
Hayward at Headgate Congregational Church, 
Colchester, has also been printed in leaflet form. 
It was based on the text: ‘Render to Cesar the 
things that are Czesar's, and to God the things 
that are God's.” 


CADBURY’S ; 


town by the group for the benefit of COs. 
Pacifists in Northampton are, 


number of them set out in the early hours of 


Sunday morning and painted slogans such as 
_C “Disarm for Peace,” 
“Conscription Means War,” and “Thou Shalt 


“Refuse Conscription,” 


Not Kill,” on the main streets of the town. 

Two of the party had the misfortune to be 
picked up by a police patrol car and taken to the 
police station. It is understood that proceedings 
are to be instituted. 

* * * 

Members of the Willesden group have opened 
an advisory bureau for young men in a member's 
house. It is open one evening each week and 
may be attended at other times by appointment. 
Members take turns at interviewing callers each 
week. 

Ten thousand leaflets are being delivered in 
the district calling residents’ attention to the 
bureau. It was also advertised in the local 
press. 

Members are “pushing” their constructive 
policy, in the form of the Peace Service Hand- 


biok. This wili be among literature on sale on | 


a PPU stall in a local hospital carnival on June 
24. 
e e . 

Caernarvon members recently pledged support, 
moral and material, to young people who 
registered as conscientious objectors. It was 
also decided to send a letter to the officials of 
the Free Church Council, calling for a special 
mecting to discuss the question of conscription. 


Christian Endeavourers’ Piea 
A resolution protesting against the intro- 
duction of compulsory military service was 
approved by a large majority at the Con- 
vention of the Christian Endeavour Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland at Coventry on 
Monday. 


Other resolution also passed urged the; 


Government to see that conscientious 
objectors were re-engaged in industry after 
their service and to discontinue ARP train- 
ing on Sundays. 4 


The neeu for the witness of pacifists at this 
time was emphasized by the Rev. P. Rowntree- 


Clifford, Mr. Eric Wilkins and the chairman, | 
Mr. W. J. Back, at a meeting of the Baptist . J 
Pacifist Fellowship (London Union) recently. A|dustry. Guests and students. Vegetarian diet. 
resolution expressing “unqualified opposition” Barn House, Brockweir. Chepstow, Mon. 

to the Military Training Bill 
unanimously. 


was passed 
° . » 


The 1939 statement of the Society of Friends 
that “The compulsion of men to learn how to 


destroy their fellowmen is an assumption by es 
State of an authority over human personalit, : 2 : 
that is an outrage ipl God and ean” has nl Union in Endsleigh Street, London), that 
been issued as a poster, copics of which are |cach member'of the PPU “be a brick” and 
obtainable from the Northern Friends’ Peace 
Board, Friends’ 
Lane, Leeds, 2. 


Meeting House, Woodhouse 


From. the same source (and also from tie 
Peace Committee, Friends House, 
N.W.1) is obtainable a pamphlet, 
It sets forth 


It is 


e i o 


“An Open Letter to Men of Conscription Age 


“The Christian Protest Against Conscription,” 


r incidentally, 
causing the authorities some nervous strain. A 


year-old son. Country or seaside. Write P., 16 
Weech Road, London, N.W.6. 


SITUATIONS 


Wanted 
YOUNG MAN, Christian pacifist, age 24, re- 
quires general clerkship or other suitable em- 
ployment. Unemployed through principles. Wage 
required, £2 10s. Christian work preferred. 
Box 174, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


| TYPEWRITING } 


TYPEWRITER RIBBONS. Three-shilling rib- 

bons for 2s. 0d., postage paid. PPU Olive, Purple, 

| Emerald, Black, Orange, Blue. (With Red 2s. 2d.) 
Lamb Supplies, Adelphi Chambers, Preston. 


| WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Gast House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holl- 
| day, or réstful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water tn all bedrooms. Central for conferences, 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock, Telephone Ambergate 44 Station, 
| Ambergate (L.M.S.). 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainnead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). Under the personal supervi- 
sion of James C. Thomson. Particulars from the 
Secretary, Kingston, Edinburgh, 9. 


PAYING GUESTS, temporary cr permanent, 
welcome in private house within ten minutes 
(by bus) of the sea. Good food, constant hot 
water, every comfort of well-appointed home. 
Mrs. M. I. Roberts, * Kodai,’ Greencourt Drive. 
Bognor Regis Telephone: 882 Bognor Regis. 


PRIVETT COTTAGE, Cowbeech, Hailsham 
Country walks, cycling, garden, tennis available. 


' 
' Bus passes door. From 30s. Warner. 


RURAL Devon. Quiet, restful holiday. Pay- 
ing guests received. Comfortable modern 
cottage. — Vivian, Chittlehampton, Umberleigh, 
|N. Devon. 


WYE VALLEY. Guest house and craft in- 


“Bricks” Still Wanted 


AURENCE HOUSMAN suggested at 
the opening of Dick Sheppard House 
(the new headquarters of the Peace Pledge 


elp to pay for the house by sponsoring one 
of the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


N Up to Wednesday morning 
700 
bricks had been sponsored. 

Was yours among them? If not, Mr. 
Frank B. Middleton, accountant of the 
PPU, will be happy to receive your dona- 
tion at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1. 


XY MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


\ Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recipes, from 
THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


BOURNVIL 


LE COCOA 


ees THE FOOD-DRINK OF THE PEOPLE 
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Real Peace |A Pacifist Commentary 


Service for 
Objectors? 


URING discussion of the Govern- 
ment’s amendment to the Military 
Training Act which provides that conscien- 
tious objectors conditionally registered 
shall undertake a continuous period of 
training provided by the 


Bravo, Bevin! —A Labour Change 
of Policy ?— Dictator’s Powers 
for Cabinet 


not coming to Britain until the autumn. Yet the!rsomething like 1,750,000 square miles of new |) 
LTHOUGH the Labour Party Government recently considered the situa-{territory. Did Hitler and Mussolini remind v 


conference has followed the tion so serious that it had to introduce conscrip-fChamberlain of this at Munich? , 5 
. = +]_ tion and man the anti-aircraft defences! One can readily understand how the hands 
: trade union movement HS fail of our own statesmen are tied when dealing with 
ng to adopt a strong line against /a question such as Mr. Alexander asked. This j 
conscription, it has provided one 


six months’ 
Minister of Labour or approved by him, 
Mr. T. Edmund Harvey suggested that 
work, such as that of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace should be 
recognized as suitable. 


It was, he said, reconstruction work, 
undertaken from a wish to serve. 

Mr. Ernest Brown, Minister of Labour, 
commented that “Anything of that kind 
might be the kind of scheme which would 
be approved.” 


‘is the reason why many of us advocate the | 
-i* liquidation of imperialism” as we should have 


Cabinet’s Powers 


7 Has 


Labour Camp 
Dangers 


(Contd. from page 1.) 


benefit to the Government for me to con-| Ernest Bevin on Tuesday. 


tinue as at present, which I am willing to 
do.” 
Four Conditions 


Let us now leave the imaginary cross- 
examination of the Tribunal and ask 
ourselves what we are seeking. 


This campaign on which we spend so 
much courage, time, effort, and thought, 
is it anything less than the abolition of all 
war and war preparation? War-—whether 
of bombs and bayonets, or of tariffs and 
monopolies, or of the individual’s blind 
pursuit of his own progress, regardless of 
the effect on others. 

Viewed in this light the scheme of 
labour camps could. I think, be accepted 
on some such conditions as these :— 


1. That there is no restriction on the 
activities of pacifists remaining in ordinary 
life. 


2. That the members in the camps have 
free opportunity of postal and other com- 
munication with the general pacifist 
movement, 


3. That, they be allowed ~%9 hours’ 
leisure time a week, of which some pro- 
portion—say 5 hours—can be used in 
discussion of policy and planning activities 
for the remaining time, in which they 
shall have full opportunity to hold meet- 
ings in the surrounding area, distribute 
leaflets, hold discussions and debates, and 


really encouraging note. UR Parliamentary Correspondent 

This was not in the official resolution, writes: Sir Oswald Mosley’s chief‘ 
which set forth the usual condemnation of plank in advocating Fascism for this 
the Government, and urged the re-estab- country is‘the abolition of the present par- 
lishment of the rule of law among nations, liamentary system on the grounds it is so 
but was in a remarkable speech by Mr. cumbersome and not able to pass more 


7 . than two major measures each session. 
Mr. Bevin urged the summoning of a_ Sir Oswald must, therefore, be pleased with 


conference of all Labour forces in the the Government's effort this week in securing 
Dominions to discuss not merely how to the Royal Assent to the Military Training Bill 


‘ .. before the Whitsun adjournment, as it hades 
resist war but how to solve the economic originally planned to do. How some of the 


problems at the roat of the world crisis. Labour members could have been so naive when 
He proposed what amounted to an this Conscription Act was first introduced as to 
Economic League of Nations and an offer complain that the Government had no right to 
of a place in the sun to the German people. bring it in as it was not mentioned in the King’s 


; : . -, speech is difficult to understand. at 
To avoid misunderstanding he made it, The Cabinet has drastic authority and™can! 


clear that he wanted something morejbehave as tyrannically as any self-appointed: 
radical than the “appeasement” sojdictator. In the event of war, or even during: 
favoured in Tory circles. “The bankers,” \2 time of national crisis like the General} 


: “ Berea Strike, the Government, through a special Pro- 
he said, “are the principal people who iclamation of Emergency, can make Orders in 


want appeasement for Germany, but they ;Council which neither require the sanction nor 
do not want justice for Germany, which is'the endorsement of Parliament. Pacifists not 
quite a different thing.” -already aware of this are advised to make_a 


‘ ‘careful note for future guidance, 
Here are other points from a speech much ; If confirmation were needed of these ten- 


of which will commend itself to the gencies, then the reader may well turn to the 
majority of pacifists: leading article of The Times (May 26) on the 
“The biggest contributor to the present world Ministry of Supply Bill which was introduced 
disorder is possibly this country and not the week before last in the House of Commons; 
Germany. it said: “They (the powers) prove to be very 
“One of the biggest causes of the trouble in wide. ...An Order in Council will later define 
Japan and the attack on China is the Ottawa exactly what Departmental powers are thus to 
Agreement.” The Ottawa Agreement created a be transferred.” 
lot of vacuums and, having created these The Bill, for the present, will be confined to 
vacuums they were filling them up with arma- the problems of Army supply, certain civil 
ments and economic struggles. When they defence requirements, and the acquisition and 
imposed tariffs in the colonial territories they maintenance of reserves of essential metals and 
did more to upset the world than they realized. materials required in the “defence” pro- 
“We must be willing to give up something wf grammes. To quote The Times again: “The 
our sovereignty to build up the great Common- Minister’s authority to secure priority for the 
wealth in which the United States could be a execution of Government orders is backed by 
partner.” drastic special powers; but the intention is that 
these shall merely be powers held in reserve 
to overcome difficulties if the need should arise.” 
The Bill has still to be debated, and it would 
be interesting if an interpretation could pe 


Pool Resources 


R. BE\2(S peroration reminded one of 


a stronger case to plead the cause of peace when i 
we stood ,at the tribunal of the world. ; 


Treasury and ithe Bank 


"THE most amazing disclosure was made 
=“ when Mr. Peihick-Lawrence (Lab.) 
said he understood that the Bank of Inter- 
national Settlements held certain assets 
from the Bank of Czecho-Slovakia and had 
deposited them in the form of gold with 
the Bank of England. 

A few days ago the authorities of the BIS 
gave instructions to the Bank of England to 
hand over those assets to the German Reichs- 
bank. Incidentally, the Governor of the Bank 
of England is also a director of the BIS, and 
therefore he was a party to instructing himself 
on this matter. 

The sii involved was between £5,000,000 and 
£6,000,000. Mr. Lloyd George charged the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer with the know- 
ledge of it. Sir John Simon’s reply was that 
the information came indirectly to him. Of 
course this raises the much disputed principle as 
to just what jurisdiction the Treasury has over 
the Bank of England. 

The debate showed very forcibly the vital part 
the Bank of England does play in directing and 
moulding the policy of the Government, and the 
enormous authority Mr. Montague Norman has 
even over the heads of the Government. The 
dangers are clear and much would be done to 
remove the causes of war if the banking system 
of the world could be managed by impartial 
economists rather than through vested interests 
as at present. 1 


| 


How Finance Works 


HE other week a question was put asking 
whether the Government would now 
pay Germany, instead of Czech interests, 
the royalty on the Bren gun. The reply 
was to the effect that when it was properly 
demanded there was no reason to expect 


ty “ * 
P placed on these “special powers” as they may i i i j 
me, | so on. a speech by Mr. Lansbury. He urged be aimed against workers in the armament “© should not meet our obligations in this 
$7 h : tt 1 Id d industry should th trike f d connexion 
icipa-| that we should pool world resources and 4mdaustry shou ey strike for trade union : * : 
a 4 anit Hiesebe ce i eae edvatouthe atctatomPcauluiMes Sap ate aay rights or against conscription, because the pee country had to square up with ae 
ie tion in local church or political work. : Government may consider ~ such “action” ag “Men the’ Great’ War. and itis common know- 
" your weapons. Abandon war as a means « difficulties” impeding its “defence” pro- ledge how the famous Briery iron works on the | 


_ Suppression of Pacifist’s Work? 


These conditions are suggested as being 
the nearest approach possible to the work 
on which we are at present engaged. If 
they are refused, the alternative service 
will have beccme nothing other than the 
suppression of our work for peace as com- 
plete as that of imprisonment. In such 
circumstances there would be nothing to 
gain by accepting it, and we might just as 
well ignore it entirely. 

Imprisonment has no deterrent effect if 
we are going to be suppressed in any case, 
and the arguments advanced in favour of 
making the complete refusal will have 
still greater force. 


THE MORAL ISSUE 
IN EUROPE 


WEITING in the May number of The 
Christian Pacifist, K. Nesiah empha- 
sizes that there is a moral issue between the 
democracies and the totalitarian States. 
Modern war, he says, is the inevitable 
result of the ambition of nations to secure 
economic advantages to themselves at the 
expense of others. . Many would prob- 


ably agree that in the past there has been | controlling the great finance and money power 


a connexion between imperial expansion 
and war, and yet argue that Germany is 
wrong in adopting in the twentieth century 
methods of aggression which are contrary 
to our present international standards. 


The obvious reply to such an argument would 
be that, so long as Britain holds on to what she 
has obtained in violation of the principles of 
justice and freedom and continue to benefit by 
it, so long does she continue to recognize the 
validity of the principle of aggression. 


“The moral issue, then, is not between Britain 
and Germany, but between the principle of self- 
determination and the principle of Empire. The 
issue can be resolved only by the unqualified 
acceptance by all the imperialist Powers, Britain 
and France, being the chief, of the principle of 


the right of every people, even the smallest, to | was expected to be put on a practical basis as 


be free and equal,” _- 


of policy. Choose an alternative to the gramme. 
shedding of blood and come in on the 
round floor with the rest of us.” 
35 The transference of this bit of land, or that Problem of 
bit of land, is no good,” he continued. “What ¢¢ e,° 
we can do is to pool the great resources of the Recognition ? 
world and then let our friends in the middle of 
Europe, Italy, and Japan know that we are not THERE were several very interesting 
ee, denouncing them, but fe questions raised on the adjournment. 
something better than war, that we are offering 
them a place in the sun, show them that they Mr. Alexander (Lab.) wanted an assur- 
can do more by the ways of peace than they 2"ce from the Government that it would 
can ever gain by the ways of war.” not recognize the annexation of Czecho- 
ithe Pebous Fay mapcutlye: peid ve Boel Slovakia by Germany without the House 
aker afterwards, was percent wi rr A : on 
Bevin, whose proposals would be embodied in a aeceted, as the Prime Minister Qe 
new statement of policy. No one can tell how ‘7 Wednesday had said that he could give 
far this new line is the result of the permeation NO such guarantee. 
of Labour opinion by those who for years have Recognition, Mr. Alexander commented, would 
been urging some such constructive effort to strike a very heavy blow at hopes of rebuilding 
avoid war. & proper acceptance of international law. It is 
What is certain is that Labcur should be hard to see what difference this would make 
encouraged to develop a policy on these lines after recognizing the acquisition of Manchukuo, 
without delay and to drop the negative, anti- Abyssinia, Austria, and Spain (our Ambassador 
fascist attitude which nas done so much to pre- was at Franco's “ Victory” parade in Madrid). 
vide the Government with excuses for imposing 
further restrictions on the people of this country. |during the Great War that we were in it to: 
‘defend the honour of Belgium and it was not 


'this country’s intention to add one single acre | 
.to our Empire. Yet somehow when the spoils | 


Answer to Alliance 
»were shared out this country, either through) 


R. BEVIN’S speech also provided a dispossession or through mandates, acquired! 

= complete answer to those who have . 

been asking for a military alliance between 
Russia, France, and Britain. 

“You have got the great mass of ‘haves’ 

together controlling ninety percent of the world 

and 75 percent of the world’s population, and 


Published from Editoriat and Publishing Offices. 


of the world If you can bring it together for 
defence, could not you pool it economically? 

“Germans have said to me that all we ever 
have is military pacts.” 

A military alliance is no solution at all to 
problems that make for war. It may provide a 
breathing space; but will the breathing space be 
used to good purpose? 

It will certainly help Hitler to rally German 
opinion behind him, on the plea that the demo- 
eracies are encircling Germany. 

Military -alliances have never yet brought 
peace. Why should this one be an exception? 

Strangely enough, it is the Labour movement 
which has largely pushed the Government 
towards an alliance with Russia; if it now adopts 
Mr. Bevin'’s proposals, will it repent of its 
former folly? 

It is also strange that, although the alliance 
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soon as possible, the Chief of the Red Army is | > 


Mr. Asquith assured the House of Commons { 


Lorraine frontier were immune from bombard- 
ment because of the joint French and German 
interests there. It is also known that nickel, 
an essential part of munitions of which Canada 
holds, with France, world monopoly, was going 
to Germany during 1914-1918 through certain 
neutral countries. This is international finance. 

Sir John Anderson stated that the number of | 
steel shelters ordered to date was 1,400,000. 
Questioners were unable to secure satisfaction 
from him that profiteering was not taking place. 
Sir John said arrangements had been made with 
the federation covering the industry as a whole. 
This looks like “a ring.” 

How ready is the Government to spend money 
without regard to value being received on 
armaments, and yet how unwilling it is to 
improve radically our social services! It be- 
grudges an extra shilling or two at Christmas 
for the unemployed and says it is impossible to 
increase the old-age pension and thus ease the 
lot of many in their declining years. Why? 
Probably because there is not a lot of material 
profit in them. 

But when will the sniritual values of life 
overide those which seem so ghastly inhuman? 


* * 

This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “Peace News,” 
must not be assumed necessarily to repre= 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Union. 
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